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Martha and Henry Miller
Henry N. Miller, a native Pennsylvanian, and Martha
G. Miller, a native of Iowa, met at Upland College where
they graduated in 1951. Immediately following their
graduation and marriage, they began their ministry journey at Sunnymead, Calif., where Henry took on his first
ministerial assignment.
Henry and Martha's ministry has been diverse and
blessed and covers some historical aspects. He served in
churches before ministers were given the title of pastor.
He began his ministry when ministers were bi-vocational. In other words, he worked to support his family as
well as serving the church. After a year at Sunnymead,
they moved to Mill Hall, Pa., where he worked three
part- time jobs and ministered at Good Will Chapel.

From Kansas, they moved to Upland, Calif., where
Henry served as associate pastor for five years. In 1973
Henry became pastor of the Fairview Church, Englewood, Ohio, and served there over eleven years. Then
the inner city called them and he pastored the Fellowship
Chapel in Bronx, New York, for seven-plus years.
Martha taught kindergarten during this time.
For the last three years Henry Miller has been serving
as interim pastor of the Highland Church, West Milton,
Ohio. He also serves on the Central Conference Board
for Congregational Life.

Henry's ministry covered a wide geographical area,
taking them from coast to coast, ministering to the very
During these years Martha has not been idle. She has
rural, the middle class, those in the inner city, the moungiven thirty years of ministry to Pioneer Clubs and
tains and the suburbs. From Pennsylvania they started
teaching Sunday School, as well as teaching in public
back west, stopping in Kansas where he pastored the
school and many other activities.
Zion Church in Abilene (President Eisenhower's boyhood home) for over twelve years. Here he also served
Although they are retiring from active pastoral minas County Director of CROP, Christian Service Brigade
istry, they will not be inactive. Henry will be serving as
Leader, and on Navajo Mission
part-time interim pastor at the
Board of Directors, Midwest
,
Western Hills Church in
Board of Extension, Radio ComCincinnati. Ohio.
"Special People" profiles a
mission, and Home Mission
w i d e variety of Brethren in
Their servant leadership
Board. During this time the famiChrist m e m b e r s of all a g e s and
model is an example for us to
from all w a l k s of life.
ly was growing and they had one
follow. As they obediently folson and three daughters. Now
YOU are invited to submit a
lowed Christ and graciously
eight grandchildren bless the
short article about s o m e "Sperelated to people, they made a
Miller clan.
cial Person" y o u w o u l d like to
difference in lives and in comintroduce to Visitor readers.
munities. May God grant them
Articles should b e typewritten,
the joy of pleasant memories
preferably 3 0 0 - 4 0 0 words, and
m u s t have the approval of the
and the rest of a slower pace.
p e r s o n b e i n g profiled. If your
article is accepted for publicaS P E C I A L N O T E i a i
On April 9, 1995, the Highland
tion, w e will contact y o u to
Church hosted a farewell carry-in
secure a p h o t o for publication
dinner and program of appreciation
(which will b e returned).
Mail your article to
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166,
Nappanee, IN 4 6 5 5 0 .

for Henry's and Martha's many years
of service with the church.
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Gambling Mania: A test of our

MCC, African Brethren in Christ plan drought relief programs
Deadly virus kills dozens in Zaire
Misunderstanding, different views of development
behind Canadian government cuts to MCC
Reunion events in 1996 truly a homecoming for former Upland students
3
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Eamblinn
A test of our
private and
public faith
by Harold Jantz

gambling craze is sweeping
over North America. Some time
ago only one state in the U.S. had
legalized gambling. Today 48 do. Virtually
all over Canada it's the same story.
To complicate the matter, much of the gambling,
especially on the Canadian side of the border, is government sponsored. Today in most provinces, government-run corporations control all of the major gambling
enterprises: the lotteries, the bingos, and the host of
break-open tickets that have become so popular.
Much of the gambling industry in the U.S. is in private hands. Even so, because it has invaded so many
states and communities, Christians are tested as never
before about their response to the many gambling
opportunities which beckon to them.
Brethren in Christ and Mennonites, both by teaching
4
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and from their experience, perhaps
tend to be more careful than many
of their neighbors about their material resources. Yet they face most of
the temptations that others in society
do to become involved in practices
that do little to build up and much to
break down.
Sadly, it was a Mennonite provincial cabinet minister during the '70s
who did much to lay the foundation
for government-sponsored gambling
in Manitoba. And an evangelical
church member currently acts as
general manager of the Western
Canada Lotteries Foundation, which
had revenues of over $628 million
in 1992-93. Professing Christian
faith is no guarantee that we will be
able to say no to gambling, either
privately or publicly.
In Canada, of the more than $ 10
billion that is spent annually on
gambling, lotteries consume the
largest amount by far. Other major
categories are horse racing, bingos,
casinos, and various kinds of raffles,
break-open tickets, and video lottery
terminals.
In the United States, gambling in
all its forms generated over $329
billion in revenues in 1992. The
signs indicate that despite difficult
times for many people, gambling
will increase. One report suggests
that the gambling craze has caught
on so widely and the barriers against
gambling have fallen so fully that
some 150 casino projects were in
the works around North America
during the summer of 1993.
What shall we as Christians do
with all these invitations to gamble? How shall we respond?
One would like to believe that we
could simply say no to it. Let's not
participate. And happily, many are
able to do exactly that. But the invitation becomes very strong for
some, and the ability to resist may
be weak. For those who are tempted
to indulge, the strength to resist may
June 1995

require serious prayer and the support of others in the body of Christ.
We need to understand that lotteries and gambling pose issues for us
as followers of Christ, both on a personal and a societal level.

percent of adult Canadians are
"probable pathological gamblers."
Furthermore, gambling represents
poor stewardship: it uses money for
an activity which has no promise of
reward while many legitimate causes go begging. Contrasted with the
needs of our families, local church
causes, community projects, ministries to the hungry or impoverished, evangelistic ministries, or
investment in enterprises that can
create work and do good, gambling
cannot be considered good steward-

Personal issues
Lotteries and gambling represent
a way of seeking riches which
doesn't require productive work.
That should concern us. Winning in
gambling doesn't involve creative
activity, genuine work, or cooperative effort. The
reward is based pureLotteries and gambling represent
ly on chance. The
Bible gives us no
a way of seeking riches which
encouragement to live
doesn't require productive work.
that way.
Gambling also repThat should concern us. Winning
resents an attempt to
in gambling doesn't involve
gain much at the
expense of many othcreative activity, genuine work,
ers. The chances of
or cooperative effort. The reward
winning the big prize
is based purely on chance.
in the Canadian Lotto
6/49 is about one in
The Bible gives us no
13 or 14 million. Milencouragement to live that way.
lions must lose so one
can make a big win.
Lotteries and gamship. In an annual report, the Westbling should concern us, furtherern Canada Lotteries Foundation
more, because their fundamental
indicated that skilled and unskilled
appeal is to a spirit of greed. The
laborers and the elderly were the
manager of Saskatchewan's Super
most frequent winners (and, by
Lotto a few years ago said candidly,
inference, the most frequent
"We base all of our marketing stratspenders for lotteries). In a Winegy on greed. It's our big selling
nipeg Free Press article, a Montreal
point."
saleswoman described the many
Anyone who has seen Luck, the
people on welfare who she sees buymagazine of Western Canadian Loting lottery tickets. A California
teries Foundation, knows that greed
study indicates that poor people
is what keeps people coming back.
spend 2.1 percent of their income
They hope that if they try a little
while the rich spend .3 percent of
longer, spend a little more, they will
theirs.
win big and perhaps never need to
work again.
Lotteries and gambling are a conIn the process some become
cern as well because they are addicpathological gamblers. At a confertive. At this point we should note
ence in Toronto, organized to prothat governments themselves are
mote the gambling industry, an Illibecoming the most addicted.
nois State University criminologist
Because of the huge revenues to be
said that studies indicate that 1 to 2
garnered, they've been rushing into
5
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many forms of gambling. And
they're winning big right now
because of the many people who are
being drawn into buying the lottery
tickets or trying out the new venues.
Some of these are becoming
addicts. In Nova Scotia the government began to recognize the extent
to which they were luring people
into addictive gambling when Wilfrid Lanteigne of New Glasgow
used a sledgehammer on video lottery terminals (VLTs) in a convenience store out of frustration
because his wife was gambling
away the family's income there. She
couldn't seem to stop. At that point
the government decided to take
2,500 VLTs out of the province's
convenience stores and gas stations.
In part, what ought to trouble us
about lotteries and various other
kinds of gambling is their deception.
While they promise fantastic wins,
the truth is that only a tiny number
ever win more than they lose. The
chance of a huge win is infinitesimal. Advertising never stresses the
likelihood of losing. Everything
conveys the message of winning.
Societal issues
Lotteries and gambling pose
issues for us personally, but they
also present issues to society as a
whole. We must question the extent
to which governments have become
addicted to lotteries and gambling as
a way of raising revenues. The hundreds of millions of dollars they can
realize without the "taxpayers" raising a fuss makes it hard for governments to acknowledge the downsides of the gambling craze.
We also need to question the confusion of roles when governments—
which ought to function as a
restraint on activities which cause
social harm—become among their
chief promoters.
6

A I can win this week's lottery

It appears few if any governments
are willing yet to acknowledge the
negative economic impact of gambling and widespread participation
in lotteries. Yet it should be clear
that money spent on gambling is
money not spent for clothing, food,
housing, music lessons, other forms
of recreation, concerts—not to mention community projects, church
ministries, and other good purposes.
The director of an institute on
commercial gaming at the University of Nevada told a Toronto audience recently that the economic benefits and jobs touted for casinos
"will come at least to some extent at
the expense of a loss of jobs and a
loss of expenditures in a variety of
other activities." Over $10 billion
spent gambling in Canada and over
$300 billion spent in the U.S. certainly represents many tens of thousands of jobs lost. Furthermore, a
few people winning big won't spend
as wisely and with as much economic benefit as many people spending
for the things which they truly need
or enjoy.
Lotteries and other forms of gambling used to generate revenues for
governments must be seen as a
regressive form of taxation. For one
thing, this is an inefficient tax. Of
the total amounts spent on gambling
and lotteries in Canada, about 36-38
percent comes back to governments
as revenue; the rest covers the prizes
and administration costs. As a tax,
this is highly inefficient.
It is regressive too because it hits
the poor harder than the wealthy. It
can't distinguish between those paying, and a poor person will feel the
cost of the gambling more than the
wealthy.
A case also can be made that
while the poor spend proportionately more for lotteries, it is the middle
and upper class people who take
greater advantage of the sports, cul-
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tural, and community facilities
which the lottery revenues are funding.
So, there are many reasons to vigorously reject lotteries and other
forms of gambling as a way of raising revenues for good and necessary
public causes. And there are certainly many reasons to reject gambling
as a personal activity. The way of
Christ points in another direction
altogether.
The Christian way is to earn our
livelihood by productive work. It is
to resist the desire for things and
instant riches and instead to cultivate a spirit of contentment. It is to
love Christ, his kingdom, and his
work, and to give generously to all
that brings honor to the name of
Christ. Above all, it is to seek righteousness, godliness, faith, and
love—and to put our hope in that
which is eternal.
If we take that way, there will be
no need to gamble.

Harold Jantz is the former editor of the
Mennonite Brethren Herald and the current editor-publisher of Christian Week, a
national Canadian evangelical newspaper
which he helped found. This article was
written on assignment for Meetinghouse, a
Brethren in Christ-Mennonite editors group.
\ Evangelical

Visitor

bundle on this chain letter

& I can make a bundle on this chain letter ft I can make a bundle on t

GOOD
NOTHING
by Kenneth L. Gibble

I

WAS INTRODUCED TO CHAIN LETTERS IN COLLEGE. U p

till then I had heard about them and had some vague
notions about how they worked. Supposedly they
were illegal, but I hadn't the faintest notion why.
So when my college roommate received a chain letter
in the mail, I was fascinated. In the letter were four
names and addresses, listed top to bottom. The last name
belonged to the person who had sent my roommate the
letter. It instructed him to do two things: first, send five
dollars to the person whose name appeared at the top of
the list; second, mail copies of the letter to six other people, placing his own name in the number four spot. In
due time, at least in theory, his name would arrive at the
top of the list, and the five-dollar bills would come
rolling in.
It didn't take my roommate long to figure out how
many five-dollar bills that would be. Were the chain to
remain unbroken, he would accumulate a total of $1,080.
I saw my duty at once. I set about to temper my friend's
enthusiasm.
"Use your head," I told him. "Nobody takes chain letters seriously. They all end up in the wastebasket.
Besides, what's to prevent others from carrying on the
chain without sending that five bucks?"
All very reasonable, helpful counsel, to my way of
thinking. Did my roommate appreciate it? He did not.
He quickly pointed out to me that the scheme meant
he would have a potential of 236 people to send him five
dollars. If only two of those 236 came through, he would
double his money. Besides, the chain letter said that
breaking the chain would result in a streak of bad luck.
Best not take a chance.
I saw that he was hopelessly hooked on his illusion,
June 1995

so I gave a shrug and a final word of advice: "Don't say
I didn't warn you." Then I got back to the books.
By ten o'clock that night, my roommate had circulated his six letters to guys in the dorm and had given his
sales talk to everyone in sight. Now he was sitting on his
bed riffling through the more than thirty dollars he had
already collected.
"Come on, roomie," he said, "you can still get in on
the action. Of course," he mocked, "if you had started
right away, your name
would now be at the top
of a few lists."
I sat there muttering
under my breath. I
should never have
underestimated the
power of single-minded,
passionate greed. What
made the lesson particularly unforgettable was
the five dollars I lost
getting in on the tail end
of the whole business.
Yes, I finally succumbed
to the madness around
midnight. By the next
day it was all over. So
far as I know, no one but
my roommate so much
as broke even.

Chain letters and
the other scams
that pervade our
society—lotteries,
sweepstakes,
grand prize
drawings—
are all symptoms
of the human
longing for
magical solutions.
m

m

Chain letters and the
other scams that pervade our society—lotteries, sweepstakes, grand prize drawings—are all symptoms of the
human longing for magical solutions. Pass on the chain
7

letter and good fortune will result.
Buy the lucky ticket and your problems will be solved.
Maybe it's a carryover from
childhood. "Clean up your room and
you'll get a
piece of
candy." "Get
There are no
a B+ in math
secret formulas, and you can
no standards of go on a weekright and wrong end outing
that, if carefully with your
friends."
followed, will
Translated
give us what we into religion,
want. There are it comes out,
"Live a good,
no guaranteed
clean
life, go
rewards for
to church at
goodness; goodleast occaness must be its sionally, and
own reward.
good things
will happen to
you."

to be gained, but simply because
God has brought it to pass in us. We
are good for no gain to be had. We
are good for nothing.
Such an idea is contrary to what
many people believe the Christian
faith is all about. That's too bad,
because what makes the gospel so
exciting is the unexpectedness of
grace, the surprise of joy.
We miss it time and time again.
We feel guilty so often because we
think we aren't good enough. We
are not good enough as parents, not
good enough as a spouse, not good
enough as a friend.
In one sense it's true. We aren't
good enough. In fact, we can never
be good enough, but that doesn't
seem to matter to the One who created us. The Holy One is far more
interested in using whatever good
we do for the blessing of God's children.
There is no magic. Chain letters
Jesus had something to say about
are a sham. There are no secret forall this. He called his followers'
mulas, no standards of right and
attention to the behavior of people
wrong that, if carefully followed,
will give us what we
want. Rain falls on the
just and the unjust.
Some good people get
mmmmmmmmmwm
sick; some bad people
live to be a hundred.
In a fall issue of the Visitor we are planning to M.
m
There
are no guaranteed
focus on the pastoral ministry in the Brethren in .is".
rewards for goodness;
Christ Church.
m.
goodness must be its
'
S
i
own reward.
You are invited to share your comments
on
There is something
any or all of the following topics (or related
better
than guarantees.
issues you wish to identify):
0i
It's the grace and freedom and love of God.
J.x* •
How has your pastor touched your life?
They pervade life more
How could congregations be more affirming and supportive
than we know, more
of pastors?
than we take time to
What words of advice would you give to pastors seeking to
see. In the end, they
be more effective in their ministry?
bring us, often kicking
• What areas of concern do you have as you think about the
and screaming, into
pastoral ministry across the Brethren in Christ Church?
God's kingdom.
1
Oddly enough, we
All submissions must be signed, although names may be withheld m
have
trouble recognizin some circumstances. Mail your letter (preferably typed) by
ing
our
salvation, even
August 30 to:
when
it's
staring us in
"Pastoral Ministry Round Table"
m
the
face.
Evangelical
Visitor
vr.
P.O. Box 166
if
Nappanee, IN 46550
who made a big show of their religion and good works. Jesus wasn't
saying they should stop doing good
things. His point was simply that
once they had given their alms and
had finished offering their public
prayers, they had already gotten
what they wanted: attention and
admiration from their neighbors.
"Truly I say to you," he said, "they
have received their reward."
How do these words apply to the
kind of religion you and I often
practice? If we think that being good
will make us acceptable to God, will
earn us what we want, we are mistaken. Most of the time we are good
to get something in return: respect,
social approval, even God's
approval.
Jesus makes it quite clear that
doing good or being good will not
win us God's favor. Instead, God's
favor, God's grace, is already given
to us, and then we may do good, we
may even be good, at least some of
the time. In this sense it can be said
that we are good, not for any reward
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Kenneth Gibble lives in
Arlington, Va.
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can still feel the excitement of
chasing rainbows, sunsets and
falling stars across my childhood
farm. I can taste the teaberries, smell
the arbutus, and feel the moss carpets
in the forests that bordered our fields.
As I woke with the birds, rolled down
grassy hills in our yard and gazed at
the heavens, I felt rich. The lines of a
popular song when I was young capture my feelings:
Catch a falling star and
put it in your pocket
Never let it fade away . . .*

An endangered species
Today, however, experts warn that
the tradition of nurtured, innocent
childhood has become an endangered
species. Child neglect and abuse mar
news headlines. Each year over two
million children are reported abandoned or neglected. Books and elementary school programs help children identify and report abuse.
Adult worries and responsibilities
come early to many children whose
parents are preoccupied with marital
problems and dual careers. Young
children are forced to learn about
drugs, alcohol, sex, AIDS, answering
the telephone when no one is home,
and "Stranger Danger."
Sociologist Vance Packard paints a
picture of lonely children eating in
front of television sets while worrying
that their worlds may be destroyed by
divorce, crime or frequent moves. In
*"Catch A Falling Star" by Paul Vance
and Lee Pockriss, @ 1957, Marvin Music
Company.
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by Patti Souder
two separate surveys, children
revealed that one of the things they
fear most is being home alone. Will
these latchkey children be able to find
even a trace of stardust to sustain
them in life's dark moments?
W h a t about children in stable,
affluent families? Locked into structured schedules and hooked up to
media marvels, do they ever wonder,
dream, or chase falling stars?
Those pressured to achieve by parents and teachers are called "hurried
children" in David Elkind's book, The
Hurried Child: Growing Up Too Fast
Too Soon. He warns of the dangers
of bypassing childhood by turning
children into miniature adults. "When
children are pressured to grow up fast,
important achievements are skipped
or bypassed, which can give rise to
serious problems later."
Preserving childhood
Dr. Elkind emphasizes that childhood is an important stage of life. He
calls it "the most basic human right of
children." Ironically, those trying hard
to be good parents sometimes rob
their children of their childhood by
overloading them with sophisticated
toys and endless activities. Constant
stimulation becomes addictive, often
leading to stress and burnout, even
for the young.
Rejuvenating memories, however,
often spring from simple things: brave
little crocuses, squawking Canadian
geese, lacy springtime trees, sparkling
dew diamonds, crackling autumn
leaves, ice-crystalled streams, and
star-sprinkled skies. These are trea-

sures neither moths, rust, nor thieves
can destroy. And they're free!
Not every family has the wealth of
wide open spaces from which to gather stardust to fill a child's memory
pockets. But most families can find a
backyard, a park or a campground
where children can lie in the grass to
enjoy the insects, birds, trees, wildflowers, or skies that surround them.
Collecting these treasures takes
some effort in our world of endless

We need to search for
creative ways to make God
real to our children in an
increasingly complex and
secular world. As we help
our children see God in the
world around them and
show them how to love him,
we are sprinkling the stardust of eternity into the
pockets of their souls.
noise and activity. In our rush to be
successful and to have a good time,
we often overlook the quiet riches all
around us. Yet, if our children are to
have a reserve of starlight to brighten
troubled days and starless nights, we
must take the time to drop stardust in
their memory-pockets.
One of the hardest lessons parents
must learn is that of prioritizing.
Worthless activities must be scrapped.
If family life remains frenzied, some
profitable pursuits may also have to
be cut. Like good gardeners, parents
9

must learn to thin the carrots as well
as pull the weeds if a quality harvest
is desired.
Caring creativity
S i m p l i f i c a t i o n alone, however,
does not assure significance. Caring
creativity is also required. Home must
be more than a sterile vacuum in
which to vegetate; it must also be a
culture medium in which to grow and
develop.
Playing games, reading, singing,
praying together—the simple times
that bring us together—are easily bypassed as we rush from one planned
activity to another.
Parents can also shake the stardust
of family identity into their children's
pockets by developing family traditions. Our son was born on Christm a s E v e . P e o p l e with D e c e m b e r
birthdays bombarded us with tales of
woe.

"Christmas Eve!" they exclaimed.
"I'm a December baby, too, and people d o n ' t r e m e m b e r my birthday
unless they wrap a gift in Christmas
paper and count it for both days. But
Christmas Eve? He doesn't have a
chance!"
H e a r i n g t h e i r c o m p l a i n t s , we
decided to celebrate David's halfbirthday. When Janelle and Mechele
were born, we opted to do the same
for them even though they were not
born at holiday times.
Because we created our own tradition, we also d e v e l o p e d our own
rules. Half-birthdays are simple, family affairs in which the focus is on the
honored child. Exempted f r o m all
chores for the day, he or she chooses
the day's menus. A unique pair of
socks or some other small gift announces, "You're special!" as do handmade cards, banners, stair runners,
placemats and games. Candles trans-

to spark starlit
celebrations
1. Ethnic Day. Celebrate your own heritage or explore a different culture by featuring foods, clothing, and customs of a specific nationality. If
possible, invite international students, missionaries or tourists who have
been to that country.
2. Hero's Day. Select a leader with a strong Christian testimony and
positive character traits. Involve the children in preparing quizzes, games,
dramatic portrayals or readings that make the hero live.
3. Puppet Night. Puppets can be made inexpensively from paper bags
or old socks. No puppet theatre? Pull out the sofa and let the puppets perform on its back. Invite neighbors, relatives or friends to come for a
show. After all, kids love an audience!
4. Winter Picnic. Pull out a tablecloth, some paper plates and cups and
picnic under your kitchen table. Only crazy families do things like that?
Perhaps. But, sometimes it takes being a little starstruck to leave a residue
of stardust.
5. Build Intergenerational Bonds. Invite older people or those with
handicaps to be part of your family. We've been amazed at how well they
bond with children when given a chance to talk, read or play games
together. In a day of disposables, showing children the worth of those different from themselves sheds a shining shaft of starlight into their lives—
and the lives of those special guests.
6. Make Sunday Simple. Save peanut butter sandwiches, potato chips,
and other simple foods for Sunday. Encourage everyone to bring friends
home after church, especially college students or others without nearby
families. Season the day with good humor and thought-provoking conversation. Friends who did this led scores of young people to the Lord.
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form half a cake, a stack of pancakes,
a piece of pie or even a sandwich into
a reason for singing "Happy HalfBirthday."
Half-birthdays sparkle because
they are uniquely ours. Every family
needs to f i n d a way to c e l e b r a t e
which sets it apart so that children are
glad they belong to this special clan.
Simplicity and significance
The possibilities are endless. Even
families struggling financially can
find ways to develop cherished memories. Surrounded by affluence, we
need to be reminded that significance
springs from creative simplicity rather
than indulgent extravagance.
In her best-selling More-with-Less
Cookbook, Doris Longacre offers
many ways to simplify lifestyles, but
she also adds: "Be willing to celebrate. Around the world people who
must live on monotonous diets still
manage an occasional celebration.
Undoubtedly their celebrations bring
enjoyment in proportion to how much
they vary from the daily routine."
As I reflect on my childhood, I
realize now that we were poor. We
always had something to eat, but it
was simple. Supper was sometimes
only homemade bread and fresh milk.
G r o w i n g up on a farm did not
automatically fill my life with significance. Nevertheless, I felt as if I were
wealthy because I shared in the wonder of the universe.
My wealth came from a personal
relationship with God nurtured by a
simplicity of lifestyle that allowed
time to think, to dream and to celebrate.
We need to search for creative
ways to make God real to our children in an increasingly complex and
secular world. As we help our children see God in the world around
them and show them how to love
him, we are sprinkling the stardust of
eternity into the pockets of their souls.
What could be more important?

Patti Souder and her husband, Larry, live
in Montrose, Pa. They are the parents of three
children.
\ Evangelical

Visitor

cue, or the audience might
applaud to help her out.
All eyes were on her;
there was an embarrassing
. by George Wandelt
silence, and then it happened. Spontaneously, two little girls
senting something of their own. It
was the children with the long, green
in a very unobtrusive manner stole to
costumes (representing trees, I
her, one on each side. They began to
guessed) who made this event such a
whisper in her ears with their hands
memorable experience. Each child
on her back, comforting and supporthad to come to the mike to say some
ing her. They prodded and prompted
lines of a poem. Soon it was the turn
and encouraged. Gradually the fear
of one little girl who, with tiny steps,
left and she spoke her lines one by
almost hesitated to come to the mike.
one—her two friends staying by her
When she stood close to it, people
until she had gotten through her part.
were straining to hear what she would
When the applause rang out, the little
say. It soon became apparent that she
helpers sneaked back to their places
was frozen with fear.
and were happy for their friend.
T h e r e were s o m e e n c o u r a g i n g
I will never forget that moment. I
nods by her teacher, but the little girl
thought what a beautiful picture of
could not bring out even one little
how the church might—or should—
word. I thought that at any moment
function. Out of the mouths (hearts)
her teacher would come to her resof children.

Out of the heart of children
While my wife and I had the privilege to be with our daughter and
family in Bangkok for a month over
the Christmas season, we were also
able to visit John and Kathy Brubaker and their children for an evening in
their home. It was an eye-opener for
us to become acquainted in a small
way with their circumstances and to
get a sense of their deep desire to
draw people to the Lord. A difficult
task indeed among people with such
different customs, a hard-to-learn language, and a culture which is rooted
in the Buddhist religion and family
tradition.
The experience which I wish to
share, however, relates more to the
title and in particular to what happened at I.S.B., the American private
school in Bangkok, where our grandchildren attend. We attended our
grandson's Christmas program put on
by the kindergarten classes of about a
hundred five- and six-year-olds. Each
class was distinguished by their different colored costumes. Naturally the
children had practiced their songs and
pieces for some time. We were well
aware of that, as our grandson had
been coached and drilled at home to
get his parts right.
Now the time had come—the spotlights were on, the introductions had
been made, and the children eagerly
sang their first numbers. With the
encouragement of generous applause,
the program moved along smoothly,
although there was laughter and giggles at times because of the antics of
some little clowns who distracted others by ad-libbing their own interpretation. Teachers did a good job of
keeping everybody in line and things
on track.
Each class then took turns in preGeorge and Ruth Wandelt are members of
the Wainfleet (Ont.) Brethren in Christ congregation. He noted as a postscript, "It is
needless to say that we were proud of our
grandson Christopher, who courageously and
vigorously (to the beat of the songs and
beyond) banged his two cymbals together."
June 1995

_
U 11
U iI

_

__

Summer is the perfect time to

nI IkV D
a VwVev rl
VJl r Q

w o r k to ether with

ur chii

§ drawer art
y°projects.
nz V
l r 1t drenonjunk

Animal cracker art
Create a Noah's ark or God's creation scene. Children watercolor the
crackers. Let animals dry before coating them with clear fingernail polish.
Squeeze your family
Tear a 12-inch piece of aluminum foil for each
family member. Wad up a paper towel ball for
the head and place it in the center of the foil.
Wrap remaining foil around the wad and
squeeze it at the neck.
Next, form arms and
cut the foil to separate arms from lower body.
Children can make girls by cutting a skirt out of the bottom section. They can make boys by cutting
the bottom section and squeezing the legs.
Attach a family or class Bible verse or motto
to a base and glue the figures in place.

,

.. Fingerprint Stories
It's fun to draw favorite Bible stories and use
fingerprints for heads and other parts of the picture. Stamp pad ink makes great fingerprints. Fingerprint figures and designs can
also be used to make original cards.

Article courtesy of David C. Cook Publishing Co., Elgin, III.
11

Student-led service sparks spiritual renewal

Revival touches
Messiah campus
by Esther Spurrier
A wave of spiritual revival which
began in January on the campus of
Howard Payne University in Texas
has reportedly swept across college
c a m p u s e s and c o n g r e g a t i o n s in a
number of states during recent weeks
and months. Twenty-five years after a
similar revival fire originated on the
campus of Asbury College, KY, students again went f r o m c a m p u s to
campus and church to church to give
witness to what God was doing. And
as they went, the revival spread. In
some places church members, student
leaders, faculty and staff had been
fasting and praying for just such a
moving of the Spirit.
As a rule, the meetings were not
highly charged with emotion; no attempt was made to evoke a response.
R a t h e r t h a n an e x t e n s i o n of the
"laughing revival" which has spread
from Toronto's Airport Vineyard Church,
this was more a weeping revival,
characterized by confession, restitution and reconciliation. Several students might give a description of what
God had done on their campuses or in
their own lives. Then people in the
audience, moved by the Holy Spirit,
would come front to a microphone to
confess and repent of such things as
pride, lust, bondage to materialism,
bitterness and racism. Others would
join them for prayer and expressions
of support and praise. Services often
lasted through the night or continued
night after night for several days.
In some places, people expressed a
desire to rid themselves of possessions which would serve as stumblingblocks to their new life of obedience. Garbage bags were filled with
such articles as bottles of alcohol,
drugs, posters, pornography, tapes
12

and CDs, even clothing catalogues,
to be carried away for disposal.
At Messiah College, an invitation
was extended by Campus Ministries
for several students from other campuses to come on April 20 to Powerhouse, a weekly, student-led service
of worship and prayer held in the
Grantham Church sanctuary. Special
letters of information and invitation to
this meeting went out from Campus
Ministries to all faculty and staff. A

Several students.. .give
a description of what
God had done on their
campuses or in their own
lives. Then people in the
audience, moved by the
Holy Spirit, would come
front to a microphone to
confess and repent of
such things as pride, lust,
bondage to materialism,
bitterness and racism.
Christian college chaplains' conference was being held at a retreat center
nearby, and according to Messiah
Chaplain Eldon Fry, "their agenda
became one of prayer and reporting of
awakenings on some of their camp u s e s . " M e a n w h i l e , Christa Ann
Vogel reports that the Powerhouse
leadership team "tried not to expect
anything unusual but prayed only that
participants would draw closer to God
and, therefore, closer to each other."
That Thursday evening, after forty
minutes of praise and worship, students Matt Yarrington from Wheaton
(Illinois) and Mark Swallow from

Gordon (Massachusetts), shared brief
testimonies about what God had done
on their campuses. Their testimonies
were followed by a period of silent
reflection, after which students began
c o m i n g front to the m i c r o p h o n e .
Eldon Fry observes that the confession which followed "was deep and
personal and did not seem contrived
or emotionally induced." Following
each person's sharing, others gathered around to pray.
Some people left and others came;
someone went and woke the college
president at his home, and he came
and joined the meeting. Throughout
the night, groups of people gathered
in the sanctuary and foyer to weep,
pray and encourage. Fry comments,
"It seemed authentic. It was biblical
in terms of turning to o t h e r s f o r
accountability. It was orderly and sincere. Yet it was apparent that God,
not an individual, was in control."
Vogel adds, "What took place was
indeed exciting and encouraging, totally initiated by God. We saw strangers being open with each other about
the things which estrange t h e m . "
Brenda Horst reported that some of
the happenings generated fear and
confusion, but the few who responded in screams and outbursts were
encircled and prayed with outside the
chapel. A demonic deliverance was
reported, followed by that person's
burning items from his room which
had been c a u s i n g him p r o b l e m s .
Horst also states how gratifying it was
"to see about twenty guys jumping
over the pews to pray with another
fellow who had admitted to a problem
with lust. It was good to see students
bathing each other in prayer who had
not even known each other previously. One girl who hadn't talked to her
father in years left the service and
called him on the phone, then came
back to report that to the group."
According to Vogel, in the days
that followed, "students continued to
respond in love and concern, continued to ask each other how they were
doing, continued to seek accountability from others."
The following Tuesday, in his closing chapel address to the college community, President Rodney Sawatsky
\ Evangelical Visitor

r e f e r r e d to the m o v i n g of G o d on
campus: "For many of you, the Holy
Spirit has moved in a unique and special w a y this t e r m , e s p e c i a l l y last
Thursday. You allowed the Holy Spirit to m a k e you v u l n e r a b l e , to tear
away the mask. . . . I sat quietly with
the rest of you and listened to students c o n f e s s their b r o k e n n e s s and
seek forgiveness and praise God for
his goodness and grace. I was deeply
m o v e d — I am sure G o d w a s worki n g . . . . H o w do I k n o w it w a s genuine? Because it reflected the spirit
of Christ as revealed in Scripture....
We were bearing one another's burdens. We were not judging each other.
We were vulnerable to ourselves, to
God and to each other."
Some were disappointed that the
moving was not more widespread on
campus. There seemed to be quite a
bit of ignorance, disinterest or apathy. One student w h o had traveled to
Toronto last year to experience a taste
of that revival admitted that he had
not gone to the Powerhouse meeting
that evening. Others were skeptical.
Horst comments, "It may cause problems to try to label what happened
here. I d o n ' t k n o w if I would call it
'revival,' but it was genuine."
C h a i r m a n of the D e p a r t m e n t of

Religion and Philosophy John Yeatts
seems to concur: "I know some of the
students who were in charge of the
meetings, and they are not ones to
promote themselves or their ministry
or to manipulate a response. So I believe that what happened was a moving of the Spirit."
At the following Powerhouse meeting, the last of the school year, microphones were again open, this time for
testimonies and praise. Packets of follow-up materials which had been prepared by C a m p u s M i n i s t r i e s ' staff
were also available for students.
Included were such things as a letter
from the chaplain, guidelines on dealing with some of the temptations and
sins which had been confessed
through accountability relationships
and counseling, a daily Bible-reading
guide, a historical sketch of revival
movements, encouragement toward
personal spiritual growth, and a book
list. Vogel observed, "Our generation
h a d n o t b e e n a w a r e e v e n of t h e
Asbury revival of 1970."

Report prepared for the Visitor by Esther
Spurrier, Dillsburg, Pa.

1995 Annual
Meeting
of the

Brethren in Christ
Historical Society
T h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g of the
Brethren in Christ Historical Society will be held on the afternoon
and evening of June 24 in Franklin
County, Pennsylvania.
The program includes a visit to
and explanation of the Ringgold
Meeting House; a media presentation of earlier people, places, and
events in the Franklin County
churches; a love feast meal prepared by the members of the Air
Hill congregation in their church
building; an evening of storytelling by Charlie B. Byers, Ruth
Myers Dourte and children of J.
Lester Myers, and Frank Kipe,
also in the Air Hill church.
For further information, refer to
the May issue of the Evangelical
Visitor or contact the Brethren in
Christ Historical Society, Messiah
College, Grantham, PA 17027, or
telephone (717) 691-6048.

Conference on Exploring the
Brethren in Christ Identity
The new Center for Brethren in Christ Studies, located at Messiah College, is
sponsoring a conference on November 3 and 4 in which the identity of the Brethren in Christ will be explored. The nine topics of the conference will include how the
various streams in the Brethren in Christ heritage may be integrated into a meaningful whole, what the Brethren in Christ have meant and presently mean by brotherhood/sisterhood, and the Brethren in Christ and acculturation.
Discussion, interaction, and fellowship will be other features of the conference.
The conference begins on Friday morning (November 3), concludes at noon on
Saturday, and is open to all interested persons.
For further information, contact E. Morris Sider, Director of the Center
for Brethren in Christ Studies, Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027
(717) 691-6048 or (717) 766-7767.
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T ALL started when I
was 15 years old. My

cousin, Angel, asked me to go to
church with her because that
would earn her points toward a scholarship for camp. She begged and pleaded, and I finally relented and went with
her for the three weeks that I had to go
for her to earn her points. The funny
thing was I couldn't stop going. This
camp idea sounded neat, and I got
involved in the point-earning system
and went with her. Little did I know
how my life was about to change.
At camp, I learned that going to
church and being good were not going
to get me into heaven. I needed to
accept Christ as my personal Savior,
confess my sins to him and receive the
forgiveness that he held out to me. Friday night at the campfire I stood up and
gave a public confession of my newfound faith. I felt such a peace come
over me. I knew that I was in the presence of God.
I returned home a new creation with
such a passion for the Lord that my
mother thought I might need to be deprogrammed. I faced a lot of trials those
first few months. Satan did not want to
lose me, and I went through periods of
doubt. But when I was doubting, I
could not walk away from the church.
Something, or should I say, Someone,
would not let me go. I realize now the
battle that was going on for my soul.
In high school, I pursued several
career interests that seemed promising,
but I couldn't see how they could glorify God. That really puzzled me. I
k n o w now that it was G o d ' s f i r s t
attempt to draw me into missions. I
could not understand from my readings
in the New Testament what I was sup-
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posed to do with my life. I was seeking
God's will for life just like they told
me to in church, but I couldn't see how
having a secular job and doing the
"Sunday thing" were right for me. All
that seemed right was full-time ministry, but the church I was involved with
taught that women are to be seen and
not heard. Their place in life was to
grow up, get married, and raise a family. I didn't buy it and rebelled against
that system.
My s o p h o m o r e year in c o l l e g e
began another time of trial for me. I
was undecided in my major and needed
to choose a course of study. I prayed on
a Saturday night, "Please, Lord, what
am I to do with my life?" I had been
considering teaching, but didn't want
to become nominal in my Christian life.
I went to church the next day, and the
first thing out of the pastor's mouth
was, "The mission field is growing and
we need teachers, doctors, nurses...." I
was in shock. Me go into missions? It
seemed right somehow, and I went to
talk to the pastor.
I told him about my prayer and how
his opening statement seemed to be an
answer. He advised me to pursue some
short-term mission service. As I got up
to leave he started to open his mail.
After I left his office, he came running
out the door to catch up with me. "Kim,
you saw me starting to open this when
you left, right?"
"Yes."
"Well, look!"
Out of the envelope he pulled a
brochure from Wycliffe Bible Translators. On it someone had added with a
pen, "We need teachers." I remember it
even now. The look on the pastor's face
was almost
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disbelief, more incredulous than I have
ever seen before. I think he couldn't
believe that he was an instrument of
confirmation. I knew that it was confirmation though. I felt it.
I began looking into a trip to Taiwan
that would also take us to Hong Kong
and China over the summer. The trip
was cancelled when demonstrators
broke out in Tiananmen Square. I began
to realize what I was called to do, and I
rebelled. I got involved in a ton of
activities and put the idea of missions
out of my mind.
After getting really sick during my
sixth-grade student-teaching assignment, I decided I did not want to teach.
I had begun to counsel freshmen girls
with the campus counselor, and she recommended that I get my masters degree
in counseling from Ashland Theological Seminary. She felt I had a natural
gift for counseling. I applied and was
accepted.
Once again, I began seeking God's
will. Something was not right. I was
having trouble finding the peace I had
once known. I eventually heard God's
voice; I remembered those days when I
was in college and had said, "Here I
am, send me." I dropped out of counseling and began to study missions. I
wasn't willing to go overseas, though. I
wanted to get in a church and teach
missions. I went to Mexico so I could
say I had been on a missions trip. I still
struggled with God.
My struggles became intense, and I
decided that studying missions wasn't it
either. So I decided to drop out and forget the whole thing. I was going to get
that secular job and go to church on
Sunday and be done with it. I left
school for the summer months and
went to Lakeside to supervise a Christian bookstore. As the summer drew to
a close I did not have a job, and I knew
that I would have to return to school to
avoid paying on my student loans. I
was not happy and again I prayed
earnestly to God.
He showed me that I wasn't to
l study missions but to do missions.
\ He called to my mind a brochure
\ that I had received from Les Book
\ about a school in C o l o m b i a . I
\ didn't think I had brought it with
\ me to Lakeside, but God brought
\ its location to mind. I told God I
\ would write for information,
\ even though I knew God wanted
\
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me to telephone. I filled out the name,
me was really the peace that surpasses
address, and phone number section,
all understanding. I could not describe
tossed the paper in
the calmness that I
the air, and reached
felt. It was so much
Something was not
for my phone.
more than any
human
word can
I had once said
right. I was having
define. I knew that
after my horrible
trouble finding the
I was once again in
s i x t h - g r a d e stupeace I had once
the p r e s e n c e of
dent-teaching
God and in the cenexperience that I
known. I remembered
ter of his will.
would only teach if
those days when I was
I could teach secI feel strongly
ond grade. I had
in college and had said, that God wants me
had a really good
to work with chila Here I am, send me."
e x p e r i e n c e and
dren of missionarloved that age of
ies. I can see how
children. Again God confirmed this
all that I have studied will help me to
direction in my life; I have been
relate to them. I don't feel I have the
assigned the second-grade class at El
gift of evangelism. I cannot see myself
Camino Academy in Bogota, Colomdoing street evangelism or church
bia.
planting. These are not my gifts. My
gifts lie in working with children. I love
It amazes me how God can lead us
to teach them, love to listen to them,
through all our rebellion and get us to
and love to see the world through their
do his will and be happy about it. I
eyes.
I see why Jesus told his disciples
knew that I was finally doing the right
to take time for the children.
thing because the peace that enveloped
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by Lucille Graybill
For the past several years the name "Mio" appeared in
various Brethren in Christ publications, requesting prayer
for the family's salvation. Mrs. Mio attended my English
and cooking classes in Nagoya twelve years ago. During
this time of exposure to the gospel, Mrs. Mio became very
ill, was hospitalized and operated on for cancer. I, as her
teacher, visited her in the hospital and prayed a prayer for
her healing and recovery. Afterward, she remarked that during this prayer time, for the first time in her life, she
became aware that Lucille's god was the One and Only
True God. She said, "I want to believe in this man Jesus
and go to Bible study, but I'm afraid the same thing will
happen as before—I will drop out by the wayside."
Mrs. Mio believed in Jesus and came to the church services, was taught the Scriptures, baptized and discipled in
the faith. Then she said, "I want my two daughters and husband to become Christians too." She was very excited as
one night she saw her older daughter Katsura reading the
Bible in her bedroom and this gave her hope for the family.
A college student, she attended meetings, became a Christian, and was baptized.
Time moved on but Mr. Mio was very slow to have any
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So, what have I learned from this
whole experience? I have learned to
appreciate the peace of God. Having
been outside that peace for seven years,
I now know that I should have just
obeyed the first time. Yet I can see how
God has used this time to strengthen
me. There were a lot of personal things
I needed to work on, and I feel that my
time of searching allowed me to do
that. I don't think I would have been
very effective if I had gone when I was
first called. I didn't have the confidence
in God or in myself that I needed. I
almost think that maybe he hardened
my heart so that I would gain this confidence in both of us. I don't know, but
I will ask when I get to Heaven.

After completion of studies at Ashland
Theological Seminary, Kim is raising her own
support to work with Brethren in Christ World
Missions in a teaching assignment with MKs
(Missionary Kids) at El Camino Academy,
Bogota, Colombia. She hopes to leave in July
1995.

interest in Christianity. He would bring his wife to church
but would not show his face. He did not want Rev. Graybill
to see him. We invited the family for dinner, hoping this
would help to "break the ice" and thank God, it did. Finally
one Sunday, he had courage and came inside the
church.This was the beginning of a changed heart for him,
too. He was very impressed by the warmth the church family showed him. He continued to come and brought his high
school daughter with him. Since he is an I.B.M. computer
engineer, accepting this simple gospel of salvation by grace
through faith did not come easily. But with Christians in
North America and around the world praying for him and
his second daughter, they opened their hearts and by faith
accepted Jesus as Lord of their lives. They, with three others, were baptized on the same day. What a happy day that
was for all of us. Since then, all four of the Mio family take
their places in church each Sunday. The older daughter is
now a violin teacher and gives Christian concerts, having
her younger sister as her pianist.
On May 21, 1995, the Mio family gave a concert of
music, song and testimony for our Spring Evangelistic
Thrust here in our Osaka chapel, where John and I live and
work. How exciting to see this family experience the joy of
Christian service as they used their talents and time for the
Lord Jesus on that weekend.
God is alive and is faithful as we pray and trust him.
Thank you.
John and Lucille Graybill are self-supporting missionary
ates in Osaka, Japan.
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Some 6.000 Zambians: 100.000 Zimbabweans to be assisted

MCC, African Brethren in Christ
plan drought relief programs
Zambians and Zimbabweans still
struggling to recover from searing
drought in 1992 have once again seen
their crops wither due to dryer and
warmer than normal weather.
In late March, Hershey Leaman, Mennonite Central Committee food, disaster
and material resource coordinator, met
with Zambian and Zimbabwean Brethren in Christ leaders to discuss the situation. Together they devised a plan for

MCC to supply 1,200 metric tons of food
for work programs that will feed some
6,000 Zambians over the next year and to
provide 1,600 metric tons of maize to
supplement the diets of 100,000 Zimbabweans over the next six months.
Of this 2,800 metric tons of planned
food assistance, 2,300 metric tons will be
provided through the Canadian Foodgrains Bank; the remaining 500 metric
tons of food are being purchased locally.

Additionally, MCC will supply funds to
purchase some 50 metric tons of maize
and groundnut seed for Zambian farmers
before the next planting season in October. MCC needs $167,000 (U.S.) to cover
the cost of these seeds and the locally
purchased food.
Zambian and Zimbabwean Brethren
in Christ churches will distribute the aid,
valued at some $750,000 (U.S.), as they
did during the 1992 drought.
Food-for-work in Zambia
Since January, Zambian Brethren in
Christ churches have been running foodfor-work programs for drought victims
in the Macha and Sikalongo areas. Villagers identify work projects, such as
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road or school repair. The poorest 10 percent in the community are given the
opportunity to labor on these projects and
receive food as payment. The 1,080
workers, who generally each support a
family of five, receive 25 kilograms (55
pounds) of food for 10 days of work.
Some 540 people unable to work are also
given food regularly.
By March the churches had exhausted
their resources; MCC's food assistance
will enable them to continue their programs. Spotty rains did fall in late March,
providing water for cattle and catchment
dams, but arriving too late to mature the
maize and sorghum crops. The rain, however, has nurtured greens that Zambians
often collect to augment their diets.

Leaman predicts food shortages will
be most severe after September when
people have used up food reserves and
months remain before the next harvest in
May 1996. Part of MCC's food assistance—200 metric tons of beans and 500
metric tons of maize—are scheduled to
arrive in September. This shipment will
likely include split beans that require less
fuel to cook.
Food distribution in Zimbabwe
In Zimbabwe, Brethren in Christ deacons in Matabeleland North, Matabeleland South, and some parts of Midlands
will identify the poorest families and
arrange for free food distribution in 20
sites. The food will be purchased in Zim-

babwe. Recipients will include not only
Brethren in Christ church members but
anyone in need.
In Zimbabwe, normally a food
exporter, harvests are expected to be 33 to
50 percent lower than last year. The
worst-affected farmers are those who
planted maize and sorghum in mid-October 1994 when the rain began. In November and December little rain fell and
when plentiful rain finally arrived in late
December, crops had already been
ruined.
Causes of the drought
Southern Africa, known as Africa's
"breadbasket," normally exports food.
Continued on page 19

The Missions Sewing Auxiliary of Brethren in Christ
Missions asked for quality knotted quilts for Brethren in
Christ missionary children. Over seventy have been distributed. These are only a few of the pictures and notes
the Auxiliary has received.
Our thanks to the churches and individuals who contributed to this project, and in so doing have blessed
missionary children.
Submitted by A. Ruth Lehman,
MSA Secretary
0^-
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od at work in our world
Introduction
to
Navajoland
Charlie Byer—Navajo Mission,
New Mexico
What a welcome! Paul and Tommie
Mohler informed us of an area ministerial breakfast early on the morning after
our arrival [March 3]. How delightful it
was to meet fellow pastors from Navajo
congregations and to share in local concerns. Plans had been made for the quarterly "All-Church Fellowship" meeting
the next day. So after our morning service
and a carry-in meal, a number of us filled
the two mission vehicles and headed off.
Our guide, a Navajo lady, gave us directions as best she knew. She had been to
this place for a wedding only 14 years
ago, so it was understandable that we did
not go directly to the church but rather
found some interesting trails leading up
the hill where the church stood. I use the
word "trail" properly, since some of our
travel was over soil with no gravel, made
nearly impassable by the rain.
It was worth the effort. Once inside,
we sensed we were in the presence of
brothers and sisters. The service began
at 3:00 p.m. and singing continued until
8:30 p.m. with only a short break for supper. Each of the approximately ten
churches provided 20-35 minutes of
praise, often with the whole congregation joining in singing. Much of the service was in Navajo.
Among the highlights of the day was
meeting many people who told me what
Brethren in Christ Missions meant to
them. Several had been boarding students. Some told of their conversion to
Christ under the ministry of former staff.
At least one couple was married here in
our church. All of these people are now
leaders in their congregations. Even the
chairman of the ministerium is a former
student of the mission. While we wish
they were all Brethren in Christ, it is wonderful to meet these brothers and sisters in
Christ who are a result of the work of the
mission. Your prayers and support are a
part of that work! Thank you for your
faithfulness to this ministry.
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TEE studies
Bruce Bundy—Madrid, Spain
All of the work translating TEE [theological education by extension] materials is paying off. We have now finished
116 pages (five weeks of programmed
text materials) of the Following Jesus
book, and there has been fruit.
This last weekend [February 26] was
an extremely important meeting. In this,
our third week of class, we covered what
it means to be born again. The study
materials gave opportunity for each member of the class to re-evaluate his or her
life and determine where they stand with
the Lord. The only drawback was that
only four of the usual eight made it to
the class that day. It seemed obvious that
Satan had something to do with that.
Even so, progress was made: our onehour class stretched into three hours with
many questions. Karina gave testimony
that for the first time in her life she really understood what it meant to accept
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. She
could say with Romans 8:16 that God's
Spirit gave testimony to her spirit that
she is a child of God. She now understands that Jesus gave a free gift, and
there is nothing she can do to get it except
to receive it!
Since Tito and Pili missed the class,
we asked if we could visit them on Tuesday evening. That we did (while Natalie
Hauck from the Montoursville, Pa., congregation babysat our children until 2:00
a.m. She has been such a help during this
two-month period!). Tito and Pili had
been having doubts about their Christian
walk. They weren't sure if they had truly
repented of their sins, and they felt unsure
of their salvation. By the end of another
marathon class, they were confident of
what the Lord had done in their lives and
were sure of their salvation. Of great
encouragement to us were their prayers:
they were prayers of commitment, giving
themselves completely to God for his
ownership of their lives. They both
prayed something like this: "Lord, I want
you to rule over my life completely. Forgive me where I have failed you. Guide
me so I don't stray from your ways."
Praise God for this complete commitment.
Alfonso and Corina had also missed

the class, so for the third day in a row we
went over the third week of TEE (thanks
again, Natalie, for babysitting!). Please
continue to pray for us. Ask God to guide
us so we will have the right words to say
as we teach and counsel these people in
their walk with God.

Namwala
outreach
From oral reports by Macha Hospital
pharmacist Dean Parry and from a written report by Zambia Brethren in Christ
church planter Rev. Jonathan Mwaalu.
Two new Brethren in Christ congregations in the Kafue River town of
Namwala—two hours north of Macha on
dirt roads—have resulted from Macha
Hospital evangelism and outreach. When
patients and relatives found Jesus Christ
as Savior during extended stays at the
hospital, they asked the Christian staff
members, "Could you please come and
help us start a church in our home area?"
At first the growth of the churches was
slow. Visits from Macha Church people
and hospital staff—beginning in June
1994—were sporadic, and the denomination's church-planting team was working in another location. The annual New
Year's picnic offering—taken in lieu of a
holiday gift exchange among the missionary staff—was given to help with
transportation and other expenses
incurred as people traveled to minister
there.
Now Rev. Jonathan Mwaalu and others go to Namwala every other week to
hold services and train local leaders. One
group meets in town and the other twenty kilometers (twelve miles) out; one
group has services in the morning and
the other in the afternoon. The people are
Ila and Lozi by tribe. Occupations represented among those who worship there
are agricultural officers, fisheries officer,
game guide, hospital worker, teacher,
housewife, etc. Rev. Mwaalu is rejoicing
in those who have already received Christ
and is looking forward to a service of
baptism in the near future.
Rev. Mwaalu writes, "I am enjoying
this ministry very much, although the
travel is difficult. I need your prayers.
Thank you so much..
•
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Report: World Hunger
Funds sent to Malawi
Brethren in Christ
by Darrell Winger
Over 1,000 Christian brothers and sisters that comprise the membership of the
Brethren in Christ Church in Malawi
desire to express their profound appreciation for the funds that were sent earlier
this year to assist in the alleviation of
hunger. In March 1995, $3,185 was received from Brotherhood Concerns Ministries (World Hunger Fund) via Brethren
in Christ World Missions. (Additional
funds were also received for specific use
in the Brethren in Christ ministry to the
Yao people.)
The General Director of the Malawi
Brethren in Christ Church, Pastor Ephraim
Disi, had labored diligently to ensure that
a proper and equitable distribution of
these funds would take place. Each of the
eight districts that comprise the church
would need to receive funds in order to
purchase the staple food that is much in
need—maize (corn). In consulting membership lists and his District Overseers,
Pastor Disi drew up a list of the required
number of bags of maize that would be
needed, keeping in mind the amount of
money that would be received. The fact
that these bags would need to be transported from the local maize depot to each
village was also taken into consideration.
Following is a breakdown of the distribution of funds by district and the num-

Drought relief programs...
Continued

from page 17

However, over the past 15 years rainfall
has become erratic. Some blame El Nino,
a warm ocean current that affects weather conditions. In southern Africa, El Nino
has brought drought, often followed by
torrential rains. As Leaman sat in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, for example, discussing drought relief plans with Brethren
in Christ leaders, heavy rain pounded on
the roof.
Economic policies in Zambia and Zimbabwe also affect people's vulnerability.
In both countries, cuts in government
spending in order to service international
debt have resulted in a lower quality of
life for many citizens. Recent increases in
health and school costs have strained
June 1995

ber of 50 kilogram bags of maize to be
purchased:
Blantyre - $98.68 (40 bags)
Chikwawa - $581.79 (236 bags)
Zomba - $887.42 (360 bags)
Mulanje - $603.97 (245 bags)
Machinga - $73.95 (30 bags)
Ntcheu-$283.48 (115 bags)
Kasungu - $98.68 (40 bags)
Mangochi - $369.87 (150 bags)
$180.15 was distributed between the
districts to transport the maize. The
remaining $7.02 was placed in the general treasury of the church. (In addition,
funds were sent to Gary Andricks to distribute maize to villages in his area.)
It was an exciting morning when
Brethren in Christ missionary. Rev. Darrell Winger (newly-appointed Treasurer
of the Malawi church), distributed the
funds to each District Overseer. These
men were then responsible for the purchasing and distribution of the maize in
their respective areas and were told that
strict accounting was expected. To date
six of the eight districts have reported
with excellent accounting and the remaining two are still in the process of distribution.
This past year has been one of increasing economic stress in Malawi. This is a
poor country and rapidly becoming poorer. The lack of rain in the last couple
years have meant increasing hunger and
hardship. Threatened increases in the
prices of maize have the people in nearpanic. Thus, these funds and the subsequent maize distribution have come at a
very timely moment for our people!
It must be known that the Malawi
brothers and sisters are very grateful for

family incomes, leaving few reserves.
Additionally, many people had not
fully recovered from the severe drought
that seared the area in 1992.
Relief experience gained in 1992
During the 1992 drought, Zambia's
Brethren in Christ churches received public acclaim for their relief efforts. Their
witness also resulted in increased church
attendance. "Doubled Harvest," an MCC
video about these efforts, is available
from any MCC office.
To contribute to the Zambia drought
relief effort, send checks to your nearest
MCC office, marked #5647-2001. If contributions exceed the goal, the money will
be used for ongoing MCC work in southern Africa.

this assistance. It has put into concrete
terms the fact that they belong to a brotherhood that spans the globe and one that
cares for materially poorer members. I
personally participated in the distribution
in the Blantyre district and was thanked
many times by recipients of the maize.
Seeing people receive enough food for
their family for one month was thrilling.
A few weeks ago I attended a worship
service in the Chikwawa district. This
was a joint service, bringing together the
members of four or five congregations.
What was the purpose of this special
occasion? It was a service specifically
designed to express this district's gratitude of receiving the funds to purchase
maize. Pastor Murray, the Overseer (and
who happens to be the chief of the village) came all the way to Blantyre to
invite me and to make sure I would be
there. What a privilege. The service was
one of joy. A special piece of music was
written and performed specifically for
this "Thanksgiving Service." It was wonderful.
So, on behalf of the Brethren in Christ
Church in Malawi, allow me to express
appreciation for the funds received from
the World Hunger Fund. To know that
the sacrificial giving of Brethren in Christ
folks in North America has been used to
alleviate the suffering of Brethren in
Christ folks in Malawi is cause to give
thanks to the Lord.
Darrell Winger is a missionary in Malawi,
working with Brethren in Christ World Missions.

Navajo Brethren in Christ Mission in
New Mexico is looking for one or two
volunteers. A secretary/receptionist is
needed to care for office work and sales in
the craft store. While some computer
skills would be helpful, a strong Christian commitment and kind personality is
most important. There is also need for a
public relations person in the gym/laundromat complex. This person would care
for the snack bar, make change for laundry machines, and keep the area clean.
Again, a strong Christian commitment
and a good listening ear are important.
The mission provides full medical coverage, and a food and clothing allowance
for all who commit themselves for a year
or longer. Please contact:
Charles Byer, Superintendent
Navajo Brethren in Christ Mission
HC 63, Box 6000
Bloomfield, NM 87413-9403
Phone (505)632-1212
Fax (505) 632-8922
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Qjwch_ News
Allegheny Conference
A reading drama, "He Is Coming," by June Todd on Palm Sunday
included the choir and several cast
members of the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa. • The
Canoe Creek church, Hollidaysburg. Pa., hosted an S-2 hymn sing
and potluck meal on Apr. 2. 4- Roy
and Cynthia Chisholm, recently of
Macha Mission Hospital, spoke Apr.
2 at the Chambersburg church. The
youth attended the MAD rally Apr. 8
at Hagerstown Jr. College to hear
Geoff Moore and the Distance and
Ron Hutchcraft. • Earl Pickard gave
the morning message Apr. 23 at the
Fairview Ave. church, Waynesboro,
Pa., then led a community prayer
walk in the afternoon as part of the
"Franklin Co. Prayer '95" joint
effort.
State Representative Pat Fleagle
spoke in the Apr. 2 evening service
of the Five Forks congregation,
Waynesboro. The church gave two
performances of the musical "The
Victor" on Apr. 14-15. • The
Hollowell congregation, Waynesboro, had a young musicians recital
May 7. At the Apr. 29 youth soup
and sandwich supper The Sonrise
Players presented "First Date," a

two-act play. 4- On Apr. 2 the youth
of the Martinsburg, Pa., church
sponsored the video "How Jesus
Died." The David Rowzer family
from Papua, New Guinea, gave a
slide presentation Apr. 30.
Dana and Judy Crider, serving
on the India mission field, spoke
Apr. 23 to the New Guilford congregation, Chambersburg.
•
Richard Lehman led spring revival
meetings May 7-10 for the South
Mountain Chapel congregation.
Shippensburg, Pa. • A fellowship
meal Apr. 23 at the Springhope
church, Schellsburg, Pa., welcomed
Joyce Oldham home from her work
in Zimbabwe. • The Van Lear congregation. Williamsport, Md., had
their spring revival rally May 6-7
with speaker/musicians Joel and
Lebreeska Hemphill.

Atlantic Conference
The Church of the Rock,
Brooklyn, N.Y., has been closed. A
transitional support group was provided as the four attenders searched
for a new church home. • The
"Phones for You" campaign celebration of the Conoy church, Elizabethtown, Pa., was Apr. 9. • The
Elizabethtown church men planned
a bus trip to the Promise Keepers

Ringgold Meeting House
Church and Family Vacation Site

Ringgold, Maryland
The Ringgold Meeting House committee members
invite Brethren in Christ church families, Sunday school
classes, youth groups, and choirs to consider a visit to the
Ringgold Meeting House during the summer months. A
tour of the site will allow visitors to get a glimpse of one
of the first Brethren in Christ houses of worship. Built in
1871, the Ringgold Meeting House was in continuous use
until the early 1960s. During the 1970s the meeting house
was restored to its original interior arrangement and furniture.
The church is located in Ringgold, Maryland, south of
Waynesboro, Pa. Take Rt. 997 south from Waynesboro,
which becomes MD 64. Turn left at the sign to Ringgold,
travel 1/2 mile, and turn left again. The church can be seen
among the trees. If desiring a tour of the church and the
grounds, call committee members Walter Strite (717) 7626692, or Alfred Wenger (717) 762-1690.
The 23rd Annual Hymn Sing at the Ringgold Meeting
House is Sunday, July 30, at 6:00 p.m. It will feature the
red hymnal, HYMNS FOR WORSHIP, in great a cappella
singing inside the sanctuary.
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conference, Washington, D.C., on
May 26-27. • Jews for Jesus representative, Joshua Sofaer, spoke Palm
Sunday on "Christ in the Passover"
to the Fairland congregation,
Cleona, Pa. • The program May 6
at the mother-daughter banquet of
the Free Grace church, Millersburg,
Pa., was the Gloria Gaither film,
"What My Parents Did Right."
The Hempfield congregation,
Lancaster, Pa., had an Apr. 9
"unbirthday party" for the Prime
Time Kids, with a special devotional and games. A guess-who's-coming-to-dessert was Apr. 30. • The
clubs wrap-up for the Lancaster
church on Apr. 26 included special
activities and an ice cream sundae
bar. • The Easter services of drama,
music, and message by the Manor
congregation, Mountville, Pa., ministered to 1,480 persons. The 31voice Ted Cornell Chorale gave a
concert on Apr. 23. • The
Millersville. Pa., church hosted an
Atlantic Conference quiz meet on
Apr. 23. Thomas Hippie was youth
Sunday speaker on Apr. 30.
The men of the Montoursville,
Pa., church planned and served a
banquet for the women on May 13.
4- An all-church picnic and puppet
show was Apr. 30 at the Mt. Pleasant church. Mount Joy, Pa. 4- The
film "Jesus" was shown Apr. 8 at
the New Covenant church, Quakertown, Pa. 4- The youth of the New

Staff Position
The Carlisle Brethren in
Christ Church is receiving
applications for a staff position for youth and young adult
ministries. There is flexibility
and willingness on the part of
the Church Board to make
accommodations in salary for
experience, training, qualifications, degrees, and ministerial
credentials. Experience preferable. This person will join a
multi-staff congregation in
ministry and lead an active
youth and young adult program. Application forms are
available from Kenneth O.
Hoke, Senior Pastor; 1155
Walnut
Bottom
Road;
Carlisle. PA 17013. Position
available January 1. 1996.
Applications to be returned by
August 15, 1995.

Joy church, Akron, Pa., went skating
Apr. 4. The Ambassadors were in
concert May 21.4- The MPF meeting Apr. 23 at the Palmyra, Pa.,
church featured Dean and Ann
Marie Parry of the Zambian church.
H. Frank Kipe spoke in Holy Week
services Apr. 9-13. 4- Lynn Somers
and Friends puppets performed for
the clubs closing night of the
Pequea congregation, Lancaster.
The Perkiomen Valley congregation, Collegeville. Pa., participated in a "Lick 'em, Stick 'em, Stuff
'em" Apr. 2 at the Souderton church,
helping with a mailing publicizing
the grand opening of the new Marsh
Creek Church (Susquehanna Conference.) 4- On Apr. 9, 12, 14 the
passion play, "The Beloved and the
Rock," by member Tim Darling of
the Refton, Pa., church ministered to
more than 800 people. Dan and
Heather Keefer are the new youth
directors. 4- On Apr. 2 the service at
the Silverdale, Pa„ church was all
music with guest Larry Serge. The
church is now an "official praying
congregation" for Kenbrook Bible
Camp.
The Souderton, Pa., congregation worked toward an Apr. 23 goal
of 35 MCC grocery bags. 4- The
Speedwell Heights congregation,
Lititz, Pa., received 16 new members on Apr. 23. 4- Nancy Jenkins
and her German shepherd presented
a program Apr. 26 for clubs closing
night at the Summit View church.
New Holland, Pa.

Canadian Conference
The women of the Bertie congregation, Stevensville, Ont., surprised Phyllis Engle with a birthday
cake during the area's missions conference Mar. 31—Apr. 2. The conference theme was "He's Got the
Whole World in His Hands." 4- Bob
Kentie was guest speaker Apr. 2 at
the Boyle church, St. Ann's, Ont. 4The Bridlewood congregation,
Agincourt, Ont., had a 12-hour
prayer vigil on Apr. 15. 4- The
Cross Roads congregation, Guelph,
Ont., enjoyed an Apr. 11 concert by
two Gospel Echoes teams. 4- The
Delisle, Sask, church had renewal
services Mar. 22-25 with Tim Windsor. An adult fellowship Apr. 8
included miniature golf.
Larry Rick of Chosen People
Ministries demonstrated a Passover
Meal on Maundy Thursday for the
Falls View congregation, Niagara
Falls, Ont. He participated in footwashing for the first time. 4- The
\ Evangelical
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River Brethren were in concert Apr.
2 at the Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont. • The young adults of the
Houghton church, Langton, Ont.,
held a spring retreat recently with
speakers Ken and Jane Case from
Townsend. On Good Friday the
youth presented the drama "Friends
of Jesus" and the choir sang a program called "Footsteps of Jesus." •
The Kindersley, Sask., church
reports an overflow of attenders during March services—child dedications, baptisms and memberships.
The Apr. 26 Focus on Friendship
adult social at the New Life church,
Collingwood, Ont., was a talent
night. The Elliotson Family Trumpeters played for morning and
evening services on anniversary
Sunday, May 7. • On Apr. 23 the
Oak Ridges. Ont., church celebrated
their 40th anniversary with speaker
Harvey Sider and singer Mark
Wideman. • A five-session membership study beginning Apr. 23 at
the Port Colborne, Ont., church
was led by Karl Fretz. • Esther EppThiessen was guest speaker at the
Apr. 10 women's meeting of the
Ridgemount church, Hamilton, Ont.
• The youth of the Rosebank
church, Petersburg, Ont., led the
Easter sunrise service.
The youth and parents of the
Sherkston, Ont., church had breakfast Apr. 8 with youth pastor Bob
Kentie. • The Springvale, Ont.,
church had an Easter buffet breakfast followed by the ministry of The
Redeemed, a 12-member music and
drama group from Port Colborne. •
The River Brethren were in concert
Apr. 9 at the Stayner. Ont., church.
• A men's group of the Upper
Oaks church. Oakville, Ont.. meets
on Saturdays, studying the subject
of making and keeping promises. •
The women of the Wainfleet, Ont.,
church had a one-day retreat Apr. 22
at Roselawn Center with guest
Judith Gooding. • The Westheights
congregation, Kitchener, Ont., and
the Kitchener Vietnamese Alliance
Church shared in a joint baptismal
service at Westheights on Apr. 9.
Twelve people were baptized, nine
of them Vietnamese.

Central Conference
The youth group of the Ashland.
Ohio, congregation prepared a
spaghetti dinner and held an auction
fund raiser for their activities Apr.
21. • The Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield. Ohio, received
five new members on Easter Sunday. On Apr. 30 the youth attended a
service at Cedarville College. • The
Christian Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., hosted the Michiana area
churches missions meetings on Apr.
29. • More than 100 youth and
June 1995

friends of the Fairview church,
Englewood, Ohio, and the Highland
church. West Milton, Ohio, attended
a "gym blast" Apr. 1. Activities
enjoyed were Velcro wall jumping,
slam dunking, sumo wrestling, and a
testimony given by one of the girls.
A seven-scene drama, "Scenes
of the Passion," was presented Easter Sunday to the Highland church.
• The Lakeview congregation,
Goodrich, Mich, welcomed six new
members in April. Easter Sunday
attendance was 128. • The Mooretown congregation, Sandusky,
Mich., received 10 new members in
April. • On Apr. 19 the Morrison.
111., congregation viewed the Moody
film, "Cities of the Bees." • The
Apr. 9 service of the Nappanee,
Ind., congregation was led by the
youth. Dale Engle was Apr. 23 guest
speaker. • The first-year quiz team
of the Northgate fellowship, Tipp
City, Ohio, placed 11th in a field of
21 teams at the Apr. 1 CAN/AM
Tourney.
The women of the Pleasant Hill,
Ohio, church attended an Apr. 21-22
retreat sponsored by the Nurture
Ministry. • Thirty children came to
the first annual Easter egg hunt
sponsored by the Sippo Valley
church, Massillon, Ohio. The Easter
bunny told them about the true
meaning of Easter. • The youth of
the Union Grove congregation.
New Paris, Ind., received a portion
of the Apr. 24 local Mac Donald's
profits as a fund raiser. The Dean
Parrys and Dick Millers spoke Apr.
30 as part of the regional missions
conference.

Midwest Conference
The Abilene. Kan., church hosted a Chiz Rider concert Apr. 9, 10.
• The Mound Park church, Dallas
Center, Iowa, has a new Jubilee
Choir for kids. Michael Abell shared
about his upcoming TIMS mission
trip to Honduras in an Apr. 23 joint
service with the Oak Park congregation. Des Moines, Iowa. • On
Apr. 14 the Mt. View congregation,
Colorado Springs, Colo., had a
carry-in dinner and Easter Sunday
school program at the home of Pastor Fisher. • The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan., enjoyed an
Apr. 30 concert by Kelly Green,
who is raising money for an overseas mission trip. • The Zion
church, Abilene, Kan., hosted the
area churches fifth Sunday service
with Walter Theissen speaking about
his work in Mexico.

Pacific Conference
On Apr. 2 the Chino, Calif.,
church had a picnic-style meal and
informal sing-along. • Several
members of the Pacific Highway

E.V. Timelines

100 Years Ago

June 15, 1895 issue—Editor Henry Davidson reported on
General Conference, held May 15-17 near Stayner, Ontario:
"The first matter that came up was unfinished business of the
Conference of 1894.... The second article was the appointing of five brethren to prepare suitable tracts setting forth the
sentiments of the church on doctrinal points in tract form for
distribution by those engaged in mission work.... The Carland, Michigan, mission received favorable recognition....
The Arizona mission and the Oklahoma mission were also
under consideration.... The report of the Board of Publication
of the Evangelical Visitor was handed in and favorably
received and accepted, with a request that a new board be
elected at the Conference of 1896."

75 Years Ago
June 28, 1920 issue—Editor V.L. Stump, writing about
Conference's decision to establish a printing plant for the
church: "As a church we have caught the vision of larger
things and I for one am glad.... It is so easy to forget that we
each have a share in bringing to pass the things we have supported. We are so prone to think that the committee or the
individual who has been given charge of a work will somehow carry it on whether we do our part or not. The opposite
of this, however, is true. There must be a united effort...."

50 Years Ago
June 4, 1945 issue—J. W. Hoover, arguing that the
denomination was divided over issues of separation and
nonresistence: "Truth will not die with us. God will have a
faithful remnant until the end.... But what will we answer
Him if we fail in our trust? One of the most urgent needs of
this hour, if we may hope to stem the tide, is for a deliberate, thoughtful, united approach in the matter of teaching our
youth. All our efforts at helping the thinking of our youth
...will amount to nothing if we continue to proclaim certain
truths from pulpit, periodicals and official statements of
faith, while at the same time...making available...books and
other educational materials that undermine and contradict
what we try to teach."

25 Years Ago
June 10, 1970 issue—The missions pages carried an article about the Easter Sunday consecration of Philemon M.
Kumalo, the first African bishop in the Brethren in Christ
Church. He succeeded Bishop Alvin Book, who with his
wife Thata served in Africa for 20 years.

10 Years Ago
June 1985 issue—General Secretary Don Shafer, in an
article entitled '"Double in a Decade' is not dead": "We
must realize that change is a way of life in the cities of our
society. So while we affirm the changeless Christ and the
message of Christianity, we must face the change of cultures
in our populated areas. We have spent a fair amount of
time, energy and money to reach people of other cultures in
distant places, but we have at hand and are being increasingly encompassed by people of all nations in our cities.
This may mean that some of us should be bilingual, and we
should likely establish some new regional conferences that
may be French or Hispanic."
21

church, Salem, Ore., attended the
Apr. 18-20 Christian Holiness
Assoc. national convention in Portland, Ore., which included the Brethren in Christ breakfast and CHA
Presidential Luncheon with John
Byers. also bishop of the Central
Conference. • Pastor Schletewitz of

I

the Walnut, Calif., congregation
gave the one-person drama, "The
Restoration of Peter," at the Easter
service. • On Apr. 23 the Historical
Society of the Brethren in Christ
Church hosted a reception and book
signing event at the Upland. Calif.,
church in honor of the newly-

/\/\oneii/\y\atters

The
miracle
of
answered
prayer
by Rev. Paul Hess

Paul and Esther Hess
have pastored a number
of Brethren in Christ
congregations. They
presently live in West
Milton, Ohio.

Cooperative Ministries
Receipts—Year to Date
January 1 - April 30,1995
Proportionate
Congregational
Individual

1995
628.657
618,260
10,397

1994
828.992
656,873
172,119

Designated and
Direct Giving
Congregational
Individual

274.269
204,854
69,415

183.581
99,676
83,905

Total to Date

902.926

1.012.573

Total Budget
4.091.643 4.093.469
24.7%
Received to Date
22.1%
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released biography of Alvin C.
Burkholder by Frances L. Harmon.
For Christ and the Church.

Southeast Conference
Pastor Timothy Lewis will be
ending six years of ministry with the

Esther and I were a bi-vocational
pastoral couple for several rural
Pennsylvania churches. Since
Esther's background familiarized
her with vegetable gardening, and
since land was available for vegetable gardening, it was reasonable
for us to consider growing tomatoes
to supplement our income.
One challenge to our faith was
the finding of a market for a perishable crop at the right time in a rural
area. This is where the miracle of
answered prayer surfaced.
In 12 years' time, we never lost a
bushel of tomatoes from as many as
2,600 stalks, or about one third of
an acre of plants that were tied up
on stakes.
We sold the most perfect of the
crop to stores. Small or freshly
cracked tomatoes were sold by the
bushel for juice. We had about 120
requests for a bushel or more each
and sold them as they were available.
Since we had to find our own
market for the perishable crop, we
prayed daily, either for them to
ripen, or for sale of the ripened fruit.
The Lord never let us down. He provided an outlet in different ways.
The Lord miraculously helped us
sell to chain stores. When we needed more outlets, one produce representative in Chambersburg, Pa.,
referred us to a fellow employee in
Hagerstown, Md. We felt it was
miraculous in that I could arrange
my deliveries and hospital visits for
the same day.
One year, we had about a ton of
ripening boxed tomatoes stored in
the parsonage basement when we
went to Roxbury Camp meeting
because we had no present market

Bloomington Chapel church,
Columbia. Ky., in June. • Nine people were baptized Apr. 23 at Grace
Community Church, Lawrenceville, Ga. Two were received as
members. "This Unique Crown"
was presented on Easter by the
youth and adult choirs. • The Hold-

for them. Most everyone in our rural
area who planted tomatoes had
plenty in late July at the peak of the
harvest. Camp meeting week and
the following week, we picked
about 2,700 pounds more.
The last Saturday of camp meeting, a wholesaler whom we never
saw before stopped, bought some,
and said he would be back for more
on Monday.
Early Sunday morning a wholesaler from Altoona, again whom we
never saw before, called. He came
Monday and took almost all our
stored ripening tomatoes and all the
rest we could pick until 3:00 p.m.
The timing was such that we
were able to dispose of the rest of
the ripening fruit to our local stores.
I was convinced the Lord was honoring our Faith Promise Commitment to missions. I praise him!
One year, it was so dry that the
corn in our area only grew to about
four feet in height. As we watered
using our well, the Lord blessed,
and we had one of our most profitable crop years.
Another year, we picked between
two and three tons of green tomatoes before the freeze. We laid them
out on tables two and three deep.
Very few spoiled. We were selling
tomatoes until Thanksgiving.
Finally, when our congregation
gave us more adequate support, the
interest in purchasing our crop subsided, although we only told two
stores at that time we were going
out of business. God knew our
needs were being met in other ways.
"He is faithful to them that serve
him."
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en Park congregation, Orlando,
Fla., hosted regional conference Apr.
28-29. • The Millerfield's congregation, Columbia, Ky., hosted meetings Apr. 13-18 with Richard Humble of Circleville, Ohio. • Roy
Musser was guest speaker Apr. 23
for the Winchester, Va., congregation.

ing concert Apr. 23. The video
"Through the Gates of Splendor"
about Jim Elliot was shown in the
evening. 4- Don Shafer led renewal
services May 7-10 for the West
Shore congregation, Mechanicsburg. Three people were baptized
and two members received on Apr.

Susquehanna Conference

For The
Record

The Big Valley congregation,
Belleville, Pa., had youth day Apr.
30 with Herman Noll. Lenny Gault
and the Glory Bound Quartet led an
Apr. 23 hymn sing. • The Carlisle,
Pa., church sponsored a solitude
retreat on Apr. 29—a time for
silence, prayer, and meditation on
the the theme "Encountering God in
the Present Moment." • A cross
erected in the narthex of the Cedar
Grove church, Mifflintown, Pa.,
reminding the
congregation
of the suffering
and death of
Jesus, was observed to have
sprouted green
shoots on Easter morning. It
reinforced the
miracle that there is life in the cross.
The Fairview congregation,
Reesers Summit, Pa., welcomed
three new members Apr. 9. The Apr.
23 41st anniversary homecoming
service featured music by Pure in
Spirit. • Luke Keefer Sr. led an Apr.
23-26 spring crusade for the
Hanover, Pa., church. 4- Lane
Hostetter offered a will clinic May 7
for the Jemison Valley congregation, Westfield, Pa., and was available for appointments May 8. 4- On
May 6-7 John Reitz led a "Maximize Your Marriage" seminar for
the Locust Grove congregation,
York, Pa. 4- The Marsh Creek
church, Howard, Pa., welcomed
worship leader John Schock for their
Apr. 9 Communion service. 4
"Beauty and the Blessing" was
Doris Barr's theme for the May 5-7
women's retreat of the Mechanicsburg. Pa., church. Blaine Kimball
started as youth pastor in March.
Rod Sawatsky led Apr. 12-14
Holy Week services for the Messiah
Village church, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
• The Redland Valley congregation, York, Pa., broke ground Apr. 9
for a new activities center. 4- On
Apr. 2 the Roseglen congregation,
Duncannon, Pa., saw the film, "The
Music Box." The Christian Education ministry paid half tuition for
attenders of the May 6-7 Walk Thru
the New Testament seminar. 4- The
Susquehanna Valley congregation,
Selinsgrove, Pa., welcomed the
Youth Challenge Singers in a mornJune 1995
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Births
Bauman: Caleb Mark, Mar. 24;
Troy and Jeseen (Dourte) Bauman,
Speedwell Heights congregation, Pa.
Cober: Alexandra Michelle,
Apr. 8; Bryan and Daria (Tarnawsky) Cober, Falls View congregation, Ont.
Hawbaker: Makayla Nicole,
Mar. 28; Michael and Michele (Runyon) Hawbaker, Air Hill congregation, Pa.
Hicks: Shannon Lexi, Apr. 4;
Chris and Pam (Hetrick) Hicks,
Martinsburg congregation, Pa.
Hoffman: Brynn Laurel, Jan.
11; Andrew and Kathy (Ulery) Hoffman, Elizabethtown congregation,
Pa.
Hutchison: Jessica Dawn, Mar.
14; Jim and Linda (Singer) Hutchison, Roseglen congregation, Pa.
Knepper: Maitland Cienna,
Mar. 26; Darrin and Anja Knepper,
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Lichty: Darion Tyler, Dec. 17,
1994; chosen son of Kevin and Laurie Lichty, Springvale congregation,
Ont.
Miller: Ashley Ann, Mar. 12;
Rick and Jen (Boozer) Miller, Hershey congregation, Pa.
Olson: Morgan Olivia, Apr. 18;
Jay and Angie (Blosser) Olson, Nappanee congregation, Ind.
Plasterer: Cassidy Faith, Mar.
28; Steven and Holly (Peters) Plasterer, Air Hill congregation. Pa.
Rhoades: Olivia Morgan, Jan.
27; Tery and Lori Lee (Paulus)
Rhoades, Highland congregation,
Ohio.
Schopf: Kyle James, Apr. 13;
Eugene and Sandra (Hosall) Schopf,
Manor congregation, Pa.
Waters: Sally Elizabeth, Apr. 8;
Gary and Roberta (Crumley)
Waters, Hershey congregation, Pa.
Weaver: Jeffrey Austin, Apr. 6;
Jeffrey and Tracie (Kalin) Weaver,
Manor congregation, Pa.
Wild: Danica Demitra Paige,
Apr. 4; Prayer Wild. Palmyra congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Brown - Bowman: Sandra
Bowman and Jim Brown, Feb. 25, at
Speedwell Heights Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Glenn E.
Pfeiffer officiating.
Funkhauser - McKenzie: Mary
Elizabeth McKenzie and Rick Ray
Funkhauser, both of Inwood, W.V.,
Mar. 15, at Van Lear Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur W.
Benner officiating.
Hagle - Miles: Roberta Miles,
Sandusky, Mich., and Bill Hagle,
Sandusky, Apr. 15, at Mooretown
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Jay Sheats officiating.
Hardcsty - Weaver: Jamie
Susan, daughter of Jim and Judy
Weaver, and David Hardesty, son of
Cheryl Spigler, both of Hagerstown,
Md., Apr. 8, at Van Lear Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur W.
Benner officiating.
Helm - Foster: Tralisa Ann.
daughter of Danny Foster and Patricia Phillips, Columbia, Ky., and
Christopher Glen, son of Roscoe
Helm and Margaret Cape, Apr. 7, at
Bloomington Chapel Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. J. Timothy
Lewis officiating.
Peifer - Stouffer: Sheri Diane,
daughter of John and Sandi Stouffer,
Media, Pa., and Scott, son of Elvin
and Janet Peifer, Willow Street, Pa.,
Apr. 22, at Bryn Mawr Presbyterian
Church with Rev. Patricia M.
Brubaker and Rev. George P. Kimber officiating.
Starliper - Musser: Jill
Michelle, daughter of Marlin and
Patricia Musser, Lititz, Pa., and Jay
Allen, son of Barry and Suzanne
Starliper and Jan and John Durda,
Waynesboro, Pa., Apr. 8, at
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Jay McDermond officiating.

Obituaries
Byer: Jennie Byer, born Apr. 4,
1916, daughter of Jorham and Alma
Nigh, died Nov. 30, 1994. Preceding
her in death were her husband, Levi
Byer; and two brothers, Daniel and
Joe Nigh. Surviving are 4 sons,
Eldon, Charles, Lewis, and Lloyd
Byer; a daughter, Barbara Thomson;
34 grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren; and two sisters. Jennie was
a Sunday school teacher at the Fordwich Church, Ont., where she was a
member. The funeral was held at the
church with Rev. Charles Byer and
Rev. Ross Nigh officiating. Interment was in the Maple Grove Cemetery.
Cober: Alma G. Cober, born
June 20, 1904, daughter of Irwin H.
and Elizabeth (Hershey) Gramm,

died Mar. 4. She was the widow of
Albert E. Cober. Surviving are a
stepson, Louis O.; three grandchildren, Lynette Hershberger, Lorinda
Fortner, and Sheldon Cober; six
great-grandchildren; three brothers,
Hershey, Samuel, and James; four
sisters, Esther George, Ellen Wiles,
Martha Rohrer, and Isabelle. Alma
and her husband had been part of the
Brethren in Christ congregation in
Morrison, 111., and had served as
caretakers at Camp Freedom, Fla.,
before moving to Messiah Village.
She was a graduate of Upland College, and a first grade teacher in
West Milton, Ohio for more than 20
years. She was a member of the
Messiah Village congregation, Pa.,
where the funeral was held with
Rev. J. Robert Lehman officiating.
Services were officiated at the HaleSarver Funeral Home, Ohio, by Rev.
Louis O. Cober. Interment was in
the Highland Church cemetery.
Erbaugh: Robert Erbaugh, born
Nov. 24, 1920, son of Ulysses and
Bessie Erbaugh, died Jan. 30. Surviving are his wife, Evelyn (Byers);
4 sons, James, Philip, Richard, and
Michael; a daughter. Sheila Freisthler; 20 grandchildren; and 14 greatgrandchildren. For 48 years Robert
worked as a toolmaker and machinist. He loved camping and was a volunteer firefighter. He was a member
of the Highland congregation, Ohio,
where the funeral was held with
Rev. Henry Miller officiating. Interment was in Miami Memorial Gardens.
Hostetter: Nellie M. Hostetter,
born Dec. 4, 1901. daughter of John
and Lillian Brown Orren, died Apr.
19. Preceding her in death was her
husband, John N. Hostetter. Surviving are a daughter, Winifred H.
Worman; two sons, J. Norman and
Kenneth R.; 8 grandchildren; and 17
great-grandchildren. As a girl, Nellie
entered Messiah Orphanage in
Grantham, Pa. Later, she was placed
in the home of Samuel Root who
operated a dairy farm in Landisville.
While there she completed the
stenographer's course and in 1919
graduated valedictorian of Landisville High School. She completed
another course of study at Messiah
Bible School and Missionary Training Home in 1921. While attending
Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church,
a romance blossomed with the bishop's son, John Hostetter. Married in
1925, John and Nellie worked a farm
and were members of the Manor
congregation. He later became pastor there. For 25 years, she and John
served the Clarence Center Church.
While John edited the Evangelical
Visitor and served as bishop, Nellie
performed clerical duties. She was
known for her spirit, strength of
23

character, and pursuit of Christian
influences. Nellie was a member of
the Messiah Village congregation,
Pa., where the funeral was held with
Rev. J. Robert Lehman officiating.
Interment was in Grantham Memorial Park.
Lutz: Bob Lutz. born Apr. 22,
1910, son of Alfa and Susella Lutz,
died Dec. 22, 1994. His wife Helen
preceded him in death. Surviving are
his son, Charles; and a daughter,
Bernadine Bridenbaugh. He was a
member and trustee of the Highland
congregation, Ohio, taking loving
care of the church van. The funeral
was held at the church with Rev.
Henry Miller officiating. Interment
was in Riverside Cemetery.
Nigh: Wray James Nigh, born
Dec. 2, 1945, son of Paul A. and
Lucie Cronk Nigh, died Mar. 5,
1994. A brother, Walter, preceded
him in death. Surviving at the time
of his death were his wife, Jean
(Heaslip); his mother; a sister,
Norma Sherk; and five brothers,
Arnold, David, Howard. Melvin, and
Robert. Wray was stricken with
M.S. as a young man. He spent the
last 16 years of life in a hospital bed.
The suffering brought him and his
wife closer to the Lord. He was a
member of the Springvale congregation, Ont., where the funeral was

V.S. Opening
Mennonite Central Committee needs a canner operator. This volunteer service
worker position is available
Summer 1995 and requires a
two-year commitment. Qualifications include a commitment to Christian faith, active
church membership and nonviolent peacemaking. The canner operator is part of a 3-man
crew that travels to 30 communities in I 1 states f r o m
October to April, c a n n i n g
meat with local groups. Summer m o n t h s are spent in
Akron, Pa., working on canner maintenance and a variety
of tasks. Applicants should
have relational and mechanical skills and previous j o b
experience with equipment.
Interested persons in the United S t a t e s c o n t a c t G o l d i e
Kuhns, 21 South 12th St., P.O.
Box 500, Akron, PA 175010500, phone (717) 859-1151;
in C a n a d a , c o n t a c t M C C
Canada Personnel, 134 Plaza
Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T
5K9, phone (204) 261-6381.
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held with Rev. Gordon Gooderham,
Rev. Charles Byer, and Rev. Jeffrey
House officiating. Interment was in
Springvale Cemetery.
Reaman: Myrtle Reah Reaman,
born June 14, 1914, daughter of
John and Flora Shirk, died Jan. 31.
She was the widow of Norman Reaman. Also preceding her in death
were a brother and three sisters. Surviving are a son, Donald; a daughter,
Darlene Hogg; five grandchildren;
six great-grandchildren; a brother;
and a sister. She was a dedicated
member of the Brethren in Christ
Church for over 60 years. She made
quilts for herself and the sewing circle. The funeral was held at the
Fordwich church, Ont., with Rev.
Charles Byer officiating. Interment
was in Maple Grove Cemetery.
Reichard: John William
Reichard, born Jan. 5, 1901, son of
Jacob and Mary Reichard, died Apr.
1. Preceding him in death was his
wife, Coletta (Beswetherick); a sister, Hazel Vines; and a granddaughter. Surviving are his wife, Elva
(Hood); a son, Earl; two daughters,
Phyllis Vines and Irene Zurbrigg; 10
grandchildren; 25 great-grandchildren; 2 great-great-grandchildren;
and a sister. John served as a Sunday
school teacher, treasurer, and deacon of the Fordwich congregation,
Ont. for many years. The funeral
was held at the Fordwich church
with Rev. Lloyd Fretz officiating.
Interment was in Maple Grove Cemetery.
Sherk: Bert Sherk, born Oct. 1,
1922, son of Wilmer and Clara
Winger Sherk, died Aug. 16, 1994.
Surviving are his wife, Ruth (Hux);
two sons, David and John; three foster sons, Robert Tietz, Ernie Young,
and Larry Tietz; seven grandchildren; a great-grandson; and two
brothers, Joe and Maurice. Bert was
a farmer until retirement. He worked
in construction for a while, and later
as an attendant at the Heaslip gas

1995 Holy Land
Bike Tour
Join the 4th annual biblical
Bike Ride b e n e f i t i n g the
Nazareth Christian Hospital,
Israel, Nov. 3-12, 1995. Raise
$ 3 , 5 0 0 in s p o n s o r e d , taxdeductible funds for the hospital in Israel and go free from
New York City. Sites include
Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee,
the Jordan River, the Dead
Sea, Bethlehem, and Jerusalem. If interested, call Jane
Hooley at The Nazareth Project, (717) 392-4365.

station. He was a member of the
Cheapside congregation, Ont., but
in recent years was attending the
Springvale Church, Ont. The funeral was held at the Anderson Funeral
Home with Rev. Rick Silvestro and
Rev. Albert Scholtens officiating.
Interment was in Bethel Cemetery.
Slessman: Erma Jean Slessman,
born Aug. 1, 1945, daughter of
Archie and Corrine Millhouse Fike,
died Apr. 6. Surviving are her parents; her husband, Larry Slessman;
two daughters, Lori Birky and Dawn
Slessman; a grandson; and a sister,
Frances Book. Erma attended Messiah College and South Bend College of Commerce. She was bookkeeper and co-owner of Just Buster
Stables in Bristol, Ind. She was a
member of the Nappanee Brethren
in Christ Church where the funeral
was held with Rev. Glenn Ginder
officiating. Interment was in South
Union Cemetery.
Teahl: Edgar L. Teahl, born
Sept. 22, 1927, son of Ralph and
Lucetta A. Gampher Teahl, died
Mar. 27. Surviving are his widow,
Beulah; a son, Bradley T.; a daughter, Judy Ann Anderson; five grandchildren; two great-grandchildren;
four brothers; and four sisters. He
was a carpenter for Hershey Estates,
a maintenance worker for Derry
Township Schools, and a peacetime
veteran of the Army Air Force.
Edgar was a member of the Palmyra
congregation. Pa. The funeral was
held at Rothermel Funeral Home
with Rev. Louis O. Cober officiating. Interment was in Indiantown
Gap National Cemetery.
Ulery: Dale W. Ulery, born Mar.
4, 1911, in Springfield, Ohio, son of
Orville B. and Effie Wingert Ulery,
died Feb. 15. Preceding him in death
were his wife, Betty (Campbell); his
wife, Erma (Hoke); and a brother,
Carl J. Surviving are his wife,
Esther; three sons, Keith D., Philip
D., and David O.; two daughters,
Janet R. Pendleton and Brenda L.
Schanher; 12 grandchildren; 17
great-grandchildren; and a sister,
Ruth Garman. Dale was a former
partner in the Ulery Greenhouse Co.
He was a pastor, missionary, and
evangelist, and had served on
numerous church boards. He had
resided at Messiah Village and Summerfield, Fla., since 1986. The
funeral was held at the Beulah
Chapel Church, Ohio, where he was
a member, with Rev. Atlee Hershberger, Rev. William Berry, Rev.
Jack Womacks, and Rev. V. O.
Agan officiating. Interment was in
Ferncliff Cemetery.
Tribute
Dale Ulery was converted as an
adult. He frequently spoke of this
being the reason for his intensity of

faith. Ordained in 1948, Dale's ministry included pastoring, mission
work, and camp administration.
His early years were at Beulah
Chapel, to which he returned as pastor for a second time. He also did
extensive ministry as an evangelist.
Home missions was one of his
burdens. He served as treasurer of
the board for numerous years. Later
he served on our Cuban mission
field. In his latter years he gave service to Evangelical Bible Mission.
Dale was a charter member of
the Camp Freedom Board, serving
until his death. For a period of time
he served as camp manager.
Our brother loved the Lord, had
a passion for lost souls and a concern
for the church. He fervently followed his convictions. He was generous with his resources and enjoyed
sharing beautiful plants.
He will be remembered for his
shouts of praise. Now his voice is
silent. We extend our prayers, love
and sympathy.
John A. Byers, Bishop
Central Conference
Ulrich: Joan E. Ulrich, born
Sept. 8, 1946, daughter of Dora E.
and the late John F. Evans, died Apr.
11. Two brothers preceded her in
death. Surviving are her husband,
Gerald T. Ulrich; two daughters,
Barbara A. Vanpelt and Beth A.
Hassler; a son, Steven R.; a stepdaughter, Barbara Leedy; five grandchildren; three stepgrandchildren;
four sisters, Jane C. Evans, Shirley
Beecher, Susan Naugle, and Linda
Hoke; and three brothers, Lester L.,
John S., and Richard W. Evans. Joan
was a certified nursing assistant at
Franklin Co. Nursing Home for 10
years. She was employed with J.
Schoeneman Co. from 1967 to 1978.
She was a member of the New Guilford congregation, Pa. The funeral
was held at the Thomas L. Geiser
Funeral Home with Rev. John M.
Lanza and Rev. George S. Mouer
Sr. officiating. Interment was in
Mount Pleasant Cemetery.
Zockoll: Eva Snowden Kut
Zockoll, born Feb. 1, 1930, in South
Lebanon Township, Pa., died Apr.
11. She was predeceased by her first
husband, John E. Kut in 1968. Surviving are her husband, Glenn A.
Zockoll; a son, Jan P. Kut; six
stepchildren; three grandchildren;
and a sister. She was organist for the
band, "Glenn and the Note-Ations"
and toured with "Mary Jane's AllGirl Marimba Band." She attended
the Pequea Church, Pa., where the
funeral was held with Rev. Roy J.
Peterman officiating. Interment was
in the church cemetery.
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Deadly virus kills
dozens in Zaire
Mennonite Central Committee has six
workers in Zaire, none based in Kikwit
where an outbreak of the deadly Ebola
virus has killed dozens of people in the
past weeks. The headquarters of the Zairian Mennonite Brethren church, however,
are located in Kikwit, a city about the
size of Winnipeg, Man. Zairian Mennonite Brethren church leaders and MCC's
country representatives in Kinshasa,
Zaire's capital, are keeping in touch to
determine what, if anything, MCC can
do to help people in affected areas.
To date, MCC has not drawn up any
specific assistance plans. International
agencies, such as the World Health Organization, have begun supplying syringes,
needles, gloves and other supplies to

health facilities in and around Kikwit.
MCC workers Janette and Trevor
Adams and their 2-month-old baby,
Cameron Stuart, live in Gungu, only
about 62 miles from Kikwit. As a precautionary measure, the Adams family
flew to Kinshasa on May 14. They are
from Kitchener, Ont.
MCCer Michael Salomons of Rocky
Mountain House, Alta., lives in Kahemba, a city further from Kikwit but serviced by a supply road that runs through
Kikwit. He currently has no plans to leave
Kahemba.
The other MCC workers, Cathy Hodder and Terry Sawatsky of Winnipeg,
Man., who serve as MCC Zaire country
representatives, and Krista-Anne Rigalo

Misunderstanding, different views of development behind Canadian government cuts to MCC
For Mennonite Central Committee,
building relationships between North
American Christians and Christians in the
developing world is a key element of its
approach to relief and development.
That's why the agency sends so many
people overseas to work with local people
in developing countries.
For the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the government
agency which provides funding for overseas development work, the presence of
North Americans overseas represents a
lack of confidence in local people. In
their minds, it reveals an inability to trust
local people and a desire to control the
development process.
That, in a nutshell, is one of the basic
reasons why MCC Canada received a cut
of over $500,000 from CIDA in March.
"When you get a cut that big, it usually means CIDA is trying to send you a
message," says MCC Canada Executive
Director Marvin Frey. "The message is
that they don't think we are doing enough
to 'build local capacity'—that is, to help
local groups become strong and independent.
"We think we are. It's a classic case of
misunderstanding."
June 1995

CIDA's cut was based on its performance assessment of MCC Canada. The
agency was ranked high in development
education in Canada and having a supportive constituency, but low in building
up local groups, Canadian control over
CIDA funds, and in gender equality on
the board.
"Low marks in some aspects of the
performance assessment doesn't mean an
agency isn't fulfilling its goals," says
Frey. "Rather, it's CIDA's way of measuring how well an agency's goals coincide with CIDA's goals."
Frey dismisses the notion that MCC
does not build up local groups. "The cornerstone of our approach is working with
local partners. We try not to begin a program if we can't find a local group to
relate to and work with. But where we
differ with CIDA is in wanting to place
North Americans alongside local people
to work with them. We think the relationships that result are extremely valuable.
"We think this is what it means to be a
global church—Christians from different
countries working together "In the name
of Christ.'"
Additionally, he states that MCC

of Crystal River, Fla., live in Kinshasa,
Zaire's capital. Kinshasa is more than a
day's journey by road from Kikwit.
According to Hodder, who has been in
contact with medical personnel, tracking
the Ebola virus has been complicated by
a simultaneous outbreak of paratyphoid, a
well-known tropical disease. Paratyphoid,
with symptoms that include bloody diarrhea, is spread by feces-to-mouth contact
and is treatable with antibiotics. The
Ebola virus, which seems to be spread
through contact with bodily fluids, kills
some 80 percent of those infected. There
is no known treatment.
"So far the number of dead does not
appear to exceed several hundred. While
this is tragic, it does indicate the virus
does not spread easily," notes Hodder.
"Reports are that life in Kikwit goes on as
normal with the exception of the hospital,
which is virtually deserted. Considering
medical staff were hardest hit by the
virus, this is understandable."
•

workers in the field "don't always stop to
think if the programs coincide with
CIDA's objectives. They rather ask: 'Are
people receiving the support they need?'"
As for CIDA's critique about control
over funding, Frey says this is also based
on misunderstanding. "We try to make
decisions about funding as a church, not
as Canadians or Americans," he says,
adding that "we've tended to put a higher priority on getting the job done than
whether the decisions about money are
made in the U.S. or Canada."
Regarding the lack of women on the
board, Frey can only admit that it's true.
"We don't have enough women on our
board," he says, noting that only eight of
35 are women. "But we have no say over
who the conferences and provincial MCC
organizations send to our board."
One area where MCC Canada has
made progress is in the number of senior
staff who are women. Ten years ago only
two were in senior positions; today nine
of 16 are women.
Since getting its first grant of $25,000
from the Canadian government in 1970,
MCC Canada has received over $122
million in block and project funding and
in the form of matching grants through
the Canadian Foodgrains Bank for relief
and development work around the
world.—by John Longhurst, MCC Canada Communications
•
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Messiah celebrates
commencement
Messiah College held its 85th annual
commencement on Saturday, May 13, for
the 496 graduates of the Class of 1995.
This will be President Rodney Sawatsky's first commencement at the helm
of Messiah College. Asked what has
stood out most as he comes to the close of
his first year as Messiah's President, Dr.
Sawatsky remarked, "Ours has been an
exhilarating and somewhat exhausting
first year at Messiah. This is a most
dynamic and creative institution. We
have much to celebrate here."
Commencement speaker Donald Argue
recently assumed the presidency of the
National Association of Evangelicals.
Argue served North Central Bible College in Minneapolis, Minn., for 21 years
and was president from 1979 to 1995.
During his leadership North Central grew
from an enrollment of 401 to more than
1,500 and received the Christianity Today
Decade of Growth Award as the fastest
growing college of its kind in the nation
during the 1980s. He has also been involved in the pastorate and other ministries.

A graduate of
Central Bible College, Springfield,
Mo., Argue earned a
master's degree at
Santa Clara University, Calif., and a
doctorate in education counseling and
psychology at the University of the Pacific, Calif.
A total of 29 graduates were from the
Brethren in Christ Church. The following
comments represent what several of these
Brethren in Christ graduates had to say
about their Messiah experience.
Thandiwe T. Dinani—"The Lord has
truly blessed me in my years here at Messiah. I leave cherishing every single day
I've spent here, because they have molded and shaped me into the person I am
today. As I prepare to receive my degree
for all the hard work I've done these past
four years, I'd almost be willing to give it
up for another four years here at Messiah."
Darryl K. Guistwite—"Messiah has
offered me a chance to develop lifelong
friendships with others. I have also
enjoyed getting to know faculty members as mentors as well as friends. Dr.
Gerald Hess and Dr. Peter Fraser are two
such individuals who have positively
influenced me. The servant attitude here
at Messiah has encouraged me to pursue
a career in medicine."
Sara B. Wingert—"I had a great four
years. I can't believe they are
gone already. I think my
favorite times were Sunday
afternoons when a group of
friends would get together to
sing, share, and pray. They
were great times of encourmmm

agement-"

For the eighth year Messiah
College hosted the Special
Olympics Capital Area M
Gaines on Wednesday, April
19, 1995. More than 600
volunteers, over 300 of
these being Messiah College students, and approximately 800 athletes converged on the Grantham
campus that day. The athletes from local counties
who qualified at the area
games went on to compete
at the state games.
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May 1995 Brethren in Christ
graduates
Jeffrey R. Bell, health and physical
education, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada
Vonda K. Bert, dietetics, Dillsburg,
Pa.
Thandiwe T. Dinani, elementary education, Upland, Calif.
Natalie R. Eckert, biology, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Curt R. Eyster, engineering, Ontario,
Calif.
Ernie Francisco, psychology, Grantham, Pa.
Amy B. Garman, family studies. East
Petersburg, Pa.
Darryl K. Guistwite, biology/pre-med,
Carlisle, Pa.
Cheryl D. Heise, elementary education, Grantham, Pa.
Jonathan C. Hilsher, political science,
Elizabethtown, Pa.
Erin A. Hoffman, elementary education, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Kenneth L. Hofstetter, computer science, Mount Joy, Pa.
Bryan O. Hoke, family studies, Carlisle, Pa.
Jessica E. Leadley, elementary education, St. Catherines, Ontario, Canada
Ian J. Long, accounting, Clarence
Center, N.Y.
Julie A. Martin, English, Chambersburg, Pa.
Scott D. Michajluk, behavioral science, Greencastle, Pa.
Michael E. Musser, art, New Holland,
Pa.
Sarah E. Neff, dietetics, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Douglas M. Oberholser, psychology,
Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Krista E. Poe, biology/pre-med. Lancaster, Pa.
Vicki E. Miller Shafer, English. Carlisle, Pa.
Rena R. Shelly, nursing, Grantham.
Pa.
David A. Sholes, Christian education,
Lancaster, Pa.
J. Alexander Sider, religion/philosophy, Grantham, Pa.
Michael A. Smith, sociology, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Melissa K. Swope, biology, Lock
Haven, Pa.
Deena L. Wenger, accounting, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Sara B. Wingert, dietetics, Lebanon,
Pa.
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Chaplains conference/spiritual
awakening on campus
Christian college chaplains gathered
at Messiah College on April 20-23 amidst
a "significant movement of God on our
campus," according to Messiah President
Rodney Sawatsky. What some see as a
spiritual revival has spread across college campuses and churches in several
states. And chaplains of the Coalition of
Christian Colleges and Universities, together for their annual conference, were
able to witness it firsthand.
Almost identical experiences as those
at Messiah, which took place on Thursday evening, April 20, and into the early
morning hours of April 21, have happened at Criswell College in Dallas,
Houston Baptist University, Moorehead
State University, and Wheaton College
among others. At all the schools, students
are coming forward during lengthy services to openly repent of such sins as
pride, lust, hatred, cheating, materialism,
and addictions.
As the service of singing and praise
(normally without talking) was beginning
that evening at Messiah, over fifty chaplains and campus ministry leaders arrived

at a nearby retreat center from their various campuses. Their agenda became one
of prayer and reporting of awakening on
some of their campuses.
Dr. Tim Beougher, who is on the faculty of The Billy Graham Center for
World Evangelism at Wheaton College,
remarked that "Students' sharing was
simply a spark. If those sparks landed on
ready kindling, a blaze resulted, but there
might also be times the kindling was not
prepared to burn." To those who witnessed it, the kindling at Messiah, and
apparently many other colleges, was
ready to burn.
Asked what might come next, Eldon
Fry stated that he didn't really know.
"This seems to be a movement of God
and not one for us to manipulate," he stated. "We are attempting to provide counsel, materials and opportunity for continued sharing and prayers."
According to Fry, "The [chaplain's]
conference itself was pretty intense compared to years past. The atmosphere of
awakening affected the conference significantly in all of our interactions."
Dr. Dean Trulear, dean of master's
programs and professor of church and

Reunion events in 1996 truly a homecoming for former Upland students
The Pacific Christian Center campus,
earlier the home of Upland (formerly
Beulah) College and Academy, has been
designated as the chief site for the June
26 and 27, 1996, reunion of the school's
former students, graduates, staff, and faculty.
Among the campus buildings that will
be used for the reunion are the gymnasium for the Wednesday evening banquet
and video presentation, and the chapel
for a convocation service on Thursday
morning. Arrangements are being made
with Harvard Place Day School, currently leasing part of the campus, to open the
grounds for tours. The Upland Brethren
in Christ Church has generously offered
the use of their facilities if more space is
needed.
The reunion will be an especially
meaningful event for those returning to
the former college and academy. In June
1994 the major part of the campus was
purchased by the Pacific Conference of
the Brethren in Christ Church, thus fulfilling a long-held dream to return to the
grounds and buildings to the denomination.
June 1995

Prior to the purchase of the buildings
and six acres of land, plans were already
in place to host a reunion to commemorate the founding of the school in 1920
and to celebrate the impact the institution has had on the hundreds of people
who have been associated with it. An allschool reunion has never been held,
although some classes have continued to
hold reunion events. The purchase of the
campus has given an unanticipated impetus to the reunion.
Former college and academy leaders
will participate in the reunion. Dr. Ernest
Boyer, at one time the school's academic dean and now President of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement
of Teaching, will be the featured speaker
for the convocation. Dr. H. Royce Saltzman, Executive Director Emeritus of the
Oregon Bach Festival at the University of
Oregon in Eugene, will direct the musical
program Thursday evening, assisted by
Dr. William Haldeman, another former
academic dean. Three former presidents—Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga, Dr.
John Z. Martin, and Dr. Daniel R. Chamberlain, currently President of Houghton

society at New York Theological Seminary, was the keynote speaker, and the
theme of the conference was "Called to
Serve, Formed to Lead."
For more information contact Eldon
Fry at (717) 766-2511. (See the news article on page 12 of this issue.)
Mennonite Central Committee Ontario
invites expressions of interest in
A Writing Project
The Project: Preparation of a history of
MCC Ontario and its predecessor organizations (e.g., Conference of Historic Peace
Churches and Non-Resistant Relief Organization) for publication in the fall of 1998. The
completed 200-page book will be well-illustrated. popular in style, and historically sound.
The successful candidate will work on a
contract basis for MCC Ontario beginning the
summer or fall 1996. A reading committee
will supervise the project.
Expressions of interest will include a
resume and examples of past publication on
historical themes, with three references, to
Aaron Klassen, MCC in Ontario History Project, 50 Kent Ave., Kitchener, ONT N2G 3R1.
Additional information on expectations,
timetable, and financial arrangements is available from MCC Ontario. Phone (519) 7458458; Fax (519) 745-0064. The deadline for
applications is September 15, 1995.

College—also will have leading roles in
the reunion.
A steering committee comprised of
Dorothy English Guengerich, Ardys
Asper Lundeen, and Feme Wenger
Nebeker met on March 24, 1995, with an
enlarged committee for further detailed
planning. Phyllis Hershey Carlson and E.
Morris Sider (author of A Vision for Service: A History of Upland College) continue to be invaluable consultants to the
ongoing work of the committees.
The response to information provided through the mail has been encouraging. To date over 200 households have
indicated their plans to attend the reunion.
To aid in better planning, the steering
committee requests all those who have
not committed themselves to this event to
do so soon. The committee has compiled
a mailing list of nearly 700 names, and is
working diligently to obtain the names
and addresses of those missing from the
list. Such persons should contact Eloise
Engle, 896 West Arrow Highway,
Upland, CA 91786.
Donations for the reunion are being
solicited and may be mailed to Ray M.
Musser, 404 N. Second Ave., Suite B,
Upland, CA 91786-4790.
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ffiscipleship
Living in hope
by Samuel M.

Brubaker

This is being written a week after the
Oklahoma City bombing. All week the
consequences of human sinfulness have
stared us in the face. We have learned of
the trail of planning of the alleged perpetrators. We have heard much about private militia groups. We've been forced to
consider the effect of bellicose rhetoric
upon the way people think and act. The
emerging picture suggests that there is
more trouble ahead.
Those of us who live in North America should not lose perspective. April 1995
may not necessarily be the worst time in
the experience of humankind. History is
full of atrocities and massacres, strung
across the human story from ancient
times to modern. Now it is we who are
learning what people in many other
places have already known.
We need also to think twice before
responding only with righteous indignation. This event should evoke a large
measure of sorrow, even shame. Think

for the 21et Century
of the many "Oklahoma Cities" in other
parts of the world on the receiving end of
bombs "we" made and delivered. That
those attacks were done in the carrying
out of the foreign policy of our government does not diminish their horror, nor
the s u f f e r i n g of the maimed and
bereaved. Whether we believe the bombings the American people inflicted on
others were justified or unjustified, we
are faced with the seemingly hopeless
prospect: there appears to be no way to
break the cycle of violence—counterviolence which has characterized the human
experience.
The Apostle Peter reminds us, in chapter 1 of his first epistle, that there is hope.
The resurrection of Jesus Christ makes
possible our birth to a "living hope." That
hope makes it possible for us to enjoy
life even though we "may have had to
suffer grief in all kinds of trials" (v. 6).
Because of this hope, we are to live in
nonconformity to the ways in which
human nature usually lives—i.e., the
"evil desires" we had before we knew
God through Jesus Christ (v. 14). Instead
of acting upon the evil desires of former

yeaders
'Respond
I appreciate the regular column "Discipleship for the 21st Century" and read it
with interest. One can make some comparisons with the history of God's people
of the Old Testament and the present
Christians in the United States which may
be relevant to the Dialogue article "Elec-

Contributions invited for

Dialogue and Readers Respond

Persons contributing to Readers Respond
(letters to the editor) are encouraged to be concise. Letters may be shortened. All letters must
be signed. Occasionally we may decide to
withhold names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed for
Dialogue, a forum for readers to express their
opinions on a broad range of topics relevant to
the mission of the church and to living the
Christian life.
Each article or letter represents the view
of the writer, and does not necessarily reflect
the official position or policy of the Brethren in
Christ Church or this periodical.
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tion 1994..." in the January issue of the
Visitor and the responses which followed.
God's people, Israel, believed in God,
but for additional security, they embraced
the gods of their culture and made
alliances with heathen kings, thus causing
them to drift into paganism. Christians in
the United States believe in the true God
but have been led to a false reliance in
aspects of our culture. This false reliance
becomes a working substitute for God,
thus it becomes idolatry. Now it appears
some Christians are making an alliance
with the political system in Washington,
perhaps in part to push their agenda.
When we embrace secular power, we
have less need for dependence on the
supernatural power of the Holy Spirit.
History shows that the cause of Christ is
then the loser. Perhaps paganism may
come closer home than we realize.
Myron Lady
Abilene, Kansas

times, we are to clean up our act (be holy,
v. 15; purify ourselves, v. 22) and proceed with a life of love (v. 22), because
we have been born again (v. 23) to live
life which springs from a new kind of
seed.
What are the evil desires toward which
we are no longer to give expression? Is
this injunction referring only to sexual
sins? I think not. The context is a discourse on the Christians' response to violence, especially their own suffering. Certainly the "evil desires" includes the
desire for revenge, and the propensity to
resort to violent acts when other means
have failed to gain whatever goals we
seek. We are to reject these desires, and
to act from new, Godlike (i.e., holy, v.
15) motivations.
Such radical nonviolence is the only
way to break the cycle of violence. God
has through Jesus Christ offered humankind the nonviolent option, and made it
possible. Sadly, most humans have been
ignorant of this offer, or have rejected it.
Are we, who name Jesus as our Lord,
prepared to accept it? Admittedly, the
cost of doing so in a sinful world may be
high, even life itself. But that's no higher
than the price we might pay for continuing to participate in the world's cycle of
violence.
And as Peter reminds us, through the
resurrection of Jesus we have hope that
not even our death can extinguish. So
when I consider the choice between the
world's habit of violent response to evil,
versus the risk of death by living nonviolently in a violent world, I consider the
hope to which I have been reborn, and my
choice is clear—I'll go the nonviolent
way. Hope causes us to look in new ways
at life's problems.
What the world needs now is for
Christians to come alive in nonviolent
discipleship, making Jesus their Lord and
King in this new, radical, and real-life
way. Such rebirth will replace fear and
anger with hope and joy in our own lives.
It would be powerful evangelism to a
world perishing in violence with no hope
of an eternal inheritance. And it just
might work wonders in the world. The
other option hasn't proven successful.
Samuel M. Brubaker is a physician living
in Arcanum, Ohio.
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Dear Paul,
Life has become a beautiful thing once again, now
that I've stopped chasing after the wind. I was looking
through one of my journals from a few years ago (either
I knew more back then, or had more time to write things
down). I had written that "one can live in the past no better than one can live in the future. The only thing is to be
effective in the present." I must have been pretty happy
with the present when I wrote that, because an earlier
thought in the same day's entry was about Rolodexes. I
love Rolodexes because I can pull out the cards of people
I know I'll never call again. It may appear a bit antisocial, but it lets me stay somewhat organized.
It's interesting that entry caught my eye. It's a good
closure to something I've been dealing with lately. I ' m
still not quite sure what happened, but I had a stint in the
hospital a few months ago and
have just now started feeling like
myself again. I'll skip the details,
but it was a pretty pathetic existence. (I think the phrase "taedium vitae" described my outlook
fairly accurately.) Basically, 1
immobilized myself by focusing
on future things rather than
enjoying life day by day. Looking
back, I can see that same way of
coping carried over into my spiritual life. Instead of incorporating
God into my daily activities and
letting him take care of the future,
I focused my future around God,
but tried to take care of the dayto-day stuff myself. No wonder things got so messed up.

quail stuff—I'll just keep moving." But then, I do tend to
be obsessive about staying mobile. I used to be able to
pack everything I owned and load the car in under three
hours. I almost feel like I should go out and buy a major
appliance or something, just to weigh myself down. I
don't think I ' m settling down as much as setting up a
base camp.
Isn't it amazing that life is confined to only an instant
in time, the moment between the just-passing now and
the just-arriving now? I guess your acceptance of that
depends on whether your watch has a sweep second
hand or not. I wonder if that's what God meant when he
referred to himself as I AM?
I was reminded the other day of one of my favorite
verses, "Be happy, young man, while you are young, and
let your heart give you joy in the
days of your youth. Follow the
ways of your heart and whatever
your eyes see, but know that for
all these things God will bring
you to judgment" (Ecc. 11:9).
That may be the best distillation
of the freedom we have in
Christ, presuming the right disposition of your heart and where
you're looking. It's like riding a
motorcycle—if you look down,
you drop the bike. Oddly
enough though, I think I like the
second part of that verse better:
"but know that for all these
things God will bring you to
judgment." It reminds me of our reference point; that
there is a sense of order, of universal right and wrong,
based on the existence and nature of God. It also reminds
me of how critical it is that God be our driving force. It's
like the Tin Woodsman said in The Wonderful Wizard of
Oz, "You people with hearts have something to guide
you, and need never do wrong; but I have no heart, and
so I must be very careful." Good quote, but it should say
"Spirit" rather than "heart," eh?
Take care,
Onesimus

I like the second part of that
verse better: "but know that
for all these things God will
bring you to judgment." It
reminds me of our reference
point; that there is a sense
of order, of universal right
and wrong, based on the
existence and nature of God.

But you may have guessed that things are back on
track. I finally let go of my future, or should I say my
tunnel vision? The future will always be there; I'll get
around to my goals someday. If not, I ' m convinced that
God has something better in store. I'd rather not make
my own plans anyway. At times I see myself travelling
towards Canaan with the Israelites, Canaan being symbolic of where God wants me. I sometimes forget that
the Israelites were only supposed to gather enough
manna and quail for one day at a time and trust God to
satisfy their daily needs rather than doing it themselves.
Unfortunately though, I ' m likely to have more of a problem thinking, "You know, I kind of like this manna and

P.S. Pray that I keep my eyes on the Lord and don't
drop the proverbial bike.

Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
Letters to Onesimus may be published unless they are marked "Personal-Not for Publication."
June 1995
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The
discipleship
dimension
by R. Donald Shafer
Our church family is planning on 250
Growing, Discipling, and Sending Congregations by AD 2000. For this particular time, we have set as priorities evangelism and discipleship. For this article
and this focus, let's take a look at the
issue of discipling.
Recently I received a Net Fax from
"Leadership Network." In a list of ten
issues for the future, I noticed a major
change in emphasis. I believe this confirms some of the issues we are seeing in
our congregations. Observe these comments on reaching people:
"21st Century evangelism is relational and centered in the market
place."
"The goal is making a disciple, not
getting a decision."
"Three themes for people are meaning, identity, and community."
These are dynamics that will likely
continue to impact us as a Brethren in
Christ Church family. In some ways, this
is a bad news/good news dynamic.
The bad news might be that we came
from a tradition of affirming a strong
commitment to relational evangelism. We
are, in some ways, losing that by pushing
for growth that is based on the number of
individual people reached rather than the
strength of our relationships and community.
The good news is that we are becoming a people who are more involved in
the market place than in a cloistered, family-oriented church.

1

250 Growing,
Discipling, and
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Sending
Congregations

Thus, we might do well to claim our
heritage of making disciples in a meaningful community. However, we will
need to do it in the context of a rapidly
changing society that is far removed from
our rural roots.
The change is from being taught and
trained to learning that is a lifelong pursuit.
At the recent Leaders In Ministry Conference at Messiah College, we were
informed that our culture has had and is
now involved in a major rush of knowledge, but we have lost wisdom in the process.
Think of the major advances in technology and bio-genetics. We are on the
edge of robotics and computer chips that
are combined with brain cells. But where
will that lead us, if we have lost our
souls?
That brings us back to the business of
making disciples. And just how do we
make disciples? This isn't as clear as asking persons if they have decided to follow
Jesus. It isn't just asking persons to become responsible members of the church.
It involves a lifelong commitment to obey
the commands of Christ in an active life
of kingdom building.
Here are some ingredients of discipleship:
1. A daily time in Scripture and
prayer.
2. An involvement in a congregation
that includes faithfulness in worship, obedience, fellowship, and
mission.
3. Becoming a part of a group of
about 8-12 persons who will support, encourage, and admonish
one another in discipleship.
4. Making some commitment of
time, energy, and money to the
kingdom of Christ.
5. Being willing to take steps of
faith that are part of prayer and
practice.
There may be more essentials to discipleship, but at least this list should be a
good start.
Perhaps the creative aspect of discipleship is to describe how our particular
Brethren in Christ Church family will
develop disciples.
When we think about outcomes and
how we assure that this happens, we need

to ask, "What kind of disciples do we
produce?" That is a severe question.
In our search for making disciples, we
have outlined some values we believe
should be evidenced in the life of every
believer. They are:
• to proclaim the Lordship of Jesus
Christ,
• to live a holy, Spirit-filled life,
• to provide loving, caring, and healing communities,
• to model reconciliation and peacemaking,
• to live simply and freely as Christ's
disciples,
• to give generously and live compassionately, and
• to respond obediently to the Great
Commission.
Admittedly, these are difficult to measure. In the first place, we don't all agree
on what each statement means in terms of
behavior. But we shouldn't give up. We
should discuss the biblical meaning of
each of these values. We should live with
at least a small group of believers who
will hold us accountable as disciples. If
we at least begin there, we can be involved in the discipleship dimension of
our faith. Perhaps we can begin to talk to
each other about some boundaries that
we believe will not be legalistic, but will
be agreed-upon guidelines that we should
see evidenced in the life of all who take a
covenant agreement in terms of membership within our Brethren in Christ Church
family. That's a challenge I would like to
share with us as we continue to explore
how we are going to have discipling congregations. Our present membership
covenant is not very specific. Could we
all agree on certain responsibilities for
which we would hold one another
accountable? This will need some focus
but it may be essential in a culture of
ambiguity.
Let us keep working on the discipleship dimension. It will be a sure foundation for the future of Christ's church.

Don Shafer
is
General Secretary of
the Brethren in Christ
Church.
\ Evangelical
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PdiPoria!
The MDG-a helpful "crib sheet" on doctrine
by Bill Donner
Effective evangelism is tied to having a living
relationship with Christ, the anchor. There is
nothing more powerful than the testimony of a
life transformed by the power of God. After all,
the Scriptures tell us that "they overcame him
(Satan)...by the word of their testimony..." Rev.
12:11. Beyond this, a testimony is not a proposition to be disputed, but a clear and personal
example of the power of God to be received.
However, tied to the anchor of Christ must be
a stout rope, or the ship will drift with the tide.
What I mean is this: testimony about Christ is
powerful, but it must be undergirded with truth to
make evangelism fruitful. Testimony is only
powerful for Christ if it is a true witness to the
work of the Holy Spirit. Anything other is so
much talk-show drivel. In a society filled with
opinions and competing claims, Christians have
an urgent need to know the Scripture and to be
grounded in sound doctrine. Non-Christian men
and women who are looking for answers are
bringing hard and honest questions to us as they
wrestle with faith. This is especially true of those
with some hurtful Christian experiences in their
past.
What do you believe about baptism? About
communion? They need to know. Does God really expect us to be holy, or is it acceptable to
remain, "just forgiven"? To these could be added
a host of other relevant questions. The evangelist
will never be spared the tough question, because
the one coming to Christ needs to know that the
Lord is big enough to take on his thorny problem
and lead the way to peace. No one accepts Christ
as Lord who does not receive an adequate (if provisional) answer to the problem he brings to God,
just as no one takes up the grace of forgiveness

Pontius'
Puddle
Bulletins and newsletters
reprinting "Pontius Puddle"
must pay $10 for each use to
Joel Kauffman, 111 Carter
Road, Goshen, IN 46526.
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who does not yield to Jesus on the point of his
challenge. Salvation is a free gift, but it comes at
the cost of this exchange at the heart level. You
have a part to play in this drama as you share
Christ with others. You must speak to the area of
need. A testimony? Yes! But one informed by the
Truth that will liberate others.
You will find God's truths in the Bible. Therefore, Bible study is crucial for learning God's
answers to difficult questions. We must be students of the Bible first if we hope to be evangelists. Second, get a crib sheet. You will need to
have a summary of what is true on important
faith issues—a summary of Christian doctrine.
Why? Because the Bible is not a catalogue of
doctrine; and you need a balanced answer—fast.
I suggest the Manual of Doctrine and Govern ment of the Brethren in Christ Church. It is a concise handbook of what we believe, and each
statement is full of the texts of Scripture that back
it up. (Copies of the Articles of Faith and Doctrinethe doctrinal statement of the Brethren in
Christ Church, will soon be available as a 16page booklet. Watch for an announcement in an
upcoming Visitor.)
Evangelism is your witness to the work of
God, not merely an emotional opinion; it is the
application of the gospel truth to the seeking
heart. Continue to share your faith with others,
but make every effort to grow in the knowledge
of our Lord. As you do, God will multiply your
effectiveness in this glorious work of sharing his
truth with a hurting world.
Adapted by permission from the Walnut Brethren in
Christ Monthly, a newsletter published by the Walnut
(Calif.) Brethren in Christ Church, where Bill Donner is
associate pastor.
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and I was in my eighth period of the day.
I was substitute teaching in a high school English class, and it was my 85th day.

I T WAS A VERY WARM FRIDAY AFTERNOON

In the state in which I live, retired teachers are allowed to teach
only 85 days per year in the public schools.
The regular teacher's plans were to read a certain play which had been
written by a British author. I was to get volunteers to read the various parts.
This had been done, and the students were starting to read their parts.
Two young men who had the two main parts became inspired
to give a British accent in their reading, which they did
with much flair. This started to produce responses
(actually, giggling) from the female portion of the class.
As the situation began to build momentum, I wondered how far I could let
this go. A substitute teacher walks a tight rope—keeping control of one's
class without being classified as a no-good—especially in high school circles.
Suddenly I had a flashback of some 45 years. I was sitting in a high school
class. Some young men were reading parts of a play, and putting
their "best" into it. I was one of the giggling girls on the sidelines,
enjoying every minute of it. As I thought about that long-ago
classroom scene, I suddenly realized that one of those young men
is a leader in today's Brethren in Christ Church.
Smiling inwardly, I could not spoil the spontaneous fun
that was going on in my Friday afternoon classroom.
then the bell rang. Everyone filed out of the room except for
two young men. One of them came up to me,
took me by my arm, and said, "Mrs. Lake, you're OK!"
I smiled as I responded,
"You really think so?"
"Yes," he continued, "You're OK.
We'll tell Mr. Findley that we'll
take you back as a sub any time!"
And so ended my 85th day.
The names in this true story are
fictitious. The author, who wants to
remain anonymous so no one can
trace the current church leader,
closed her letter by saying, "I thank
God for the privilege of witnessing for
Him, either by deed or word, to
young people in our public schools."

